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* * * * * 

*Any statements in this issue of the Watch which are not sourced are mine and 

identified by “WW”. 

* * * * * 

State of the Nation 

 

   42.0% of registered voters say the country is headed in the right direction. 

48% of registered voters say the country is on the wrong track.  

 

   Right track  Wrong track 

Democrats    73%   17% 

Republicans    17%   80% 

Independents   31%   53% 

        [Econ/Yougov 5/18/21] 

 

* * * * * 

 How connected are you to your roots? 

 

  Do not feel strong connection Feel a strong connection 

All adults 50%     46% 

White  62%     32% 

Black  33%     61% 

Hispanic 27%     71% 

         [PEW 1/13/20] 

 

* * * * * 

Among registered voters… 

 

• 55% believe that the government should do more to solve problems 

and help meet the needs of people while 41% believe the government 

is doing too many things better left to business and individuals.  

• 16% think the country is totally or mainly united while 82% believe 

the country is totally or mainly divided.  

• 48% are very or somewhat satisfied while 52% are somewhat or very 

dissatisfied with the state of the U.S. economy. [NBC poll 4/20/21] 
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* * * * * 

 The number of babies born in America last year was the lowest since 1979. 

In 1957, births peaked at 4.3 million. By 2020, the number of births had dropped to 

3.6 million births. [WSJ 5/5/21] 

 

* * * * * 

 40% of US social media users say they never post or share about political or 

social issues on social media. Another 30% say they rarely post on social media. 

[PEW 5/4/21] 

* * * * * 

There is a wealth gap between Black and white Americans. The gap between 

Black and white Americans at the median was $164,100. The median Black 

household was worth $24,100; the median white household was $188,200. 

 

 At the mean, the average figure for Black households was $142,500 and for 

white households, $983,400. [NYT 5/2/21] 

 

* * * * * 

The UN estimates that there were about 95,000 centenarians in 1990 and 

450,000 in 2015. By 2100, there are estimated to be 25 million. [NYT 5/2/21] 

 

* * * * * 

 50% of Americans say it is a higher priority to enact new laws to try and 

reduce gun violence while 43% say it is more important to protect the right to own 

guns. And the percentage of folks for who the priority is to enact new laws has 

dropped from 57% in 2018. [WP/ABC 4/21/21] 

 

* * * * * 

23.2 million Americans watched on 11 networks as the verdict in the Derek 

Chauvin case was delivered. The viewership likely grew because the word got that 

the verdict was coming 90 minutes prior. [Axios pm 4/23/21] 

 

* * * * * 

68% of Black Americans say that the police do not look out for people like 

them well. That is quite different from the perceptions of other groups. 83% of 

white Americans, 60% of Hispanic Americans, and 61% of Asian Americans say 

that the police look out for them well. [Axios AM 5/18/21] 

 

* * * * * 
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 Significant majorities think that Black people and other minorities do not 

receive equal treatment as White people in the criminal justice system. 

 

    Receive equal Do not receive 

    Treatment  equal treatment 

Among All people  30%   63% 

Among White adults 36   57 

Among Black adults   8   88 

Among Hispanic adults 25   68   [WP/ABC 4/21/21] 

 

* * * * * 

 Nearly 200 department stores have disappeared in the past year and another 

800, about half of the country’s mall-based locations, are expected to be shuttered 

by the end of 2025. Some of those who have closed include Lord & Taylor, 

Nieman Marcus, and J.C. Penny. Overall sales at department stores plunged more 

than 40% at the beginning of the pandemic. [WP 4/17/21] 

 

* * * * * 

Here are the top three causes of deaths in the United States from 2015 to 

2020. The top two causes are heart disease and cancer in that order. In third place 

from 2016–2019 are “unintentional injuries”. However, in 2020 the third-place 

finisher is Covid-19 which caused 10% of 3,400,000 total deaths. [NYT 4/25/21] 

 

* * * * * 

 3 in 10 health care workers say they have considered no longer working in 

health care as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic. [WP-Kaiser Family Foundation 

2/11-3/7/21] 

* * * * * 

Memories 

 

 There are an unlimited number of excellent biographical writings about 

Walter Mondale, this is not one of them. The following is about how his life 

affected mine and to some extent how my life affected his. 

Walter Fredrick Mondale 

Born – January 5, 1928 

Died – April 19, 2021 

Minnesota Attorney General 

United States Senator 
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Vice President of the United States 

U.S. Ambassador to Japan 

 

Memorial services – Dates to be determined 

 

 It is June 16, 1964, and I am sitting in the Northrop Memorial Auditorium 

for the University of Minnesota Law School graduation.  

 Other than studying for the bar exam I have no future plans. No law firm is 

waiting for me to join.  

 The speaker for the evening is Minnesota Attorney General Walter F. 

Mondale. He seems like an interesting person and I decide on the spot to apply for 

a job in his office.  

A day or two later I sent a letter seeking a position in Mondale’s office. 

Within days, I received a letter turning down my application. I joined a small 

group of law review students who were studying for the bar.  

I had been involved in student politics at the University of Minnesota-Duluth 

in both undergrad and while at the law school, but I had never been involved in 

campaigns for public office. I decided to give it a try. 

 One of my law school professors referred me to the office of Congressman 

Don Fraser from the 5th congressional district of Minnesota (Minneapolis). His 

campaign manager was his wife Arvonne. My first assignment as a volunteer was 

to spend days in Minneapolis City Hall, hand copying voter registration records.  

 As a “reward” Arvonne sent me to represent the 5th district at a meeting of 

the Johnson/Humphrey campaign. The statewide campaign chair was Attorney 

General Walter Mondale. Mondale noted in his comments that he did not have 

anyone assigned as field director in the 3rd congressional district (suburbs of 

Minneapolis). When the meeting was over, I went up to Mondale and said, “If I go 

out and run the 3rd congressional district will you give me a job in your Attorney 

General office when the election is over?” He must have been desperate because he 

said “yes”, as long as I passed the bar.   

 On August 10, 1964 I became the Johnson/Humphrey field director in the 3rd 

congressional district. I shared an office with the Democratic candidate for 

Congress, Richard Parish. Parish lost to the incumbent, a Republican, Clark 

McGregor, 57% to 43%. 
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 Having passed the bar exam, I called Mondale’s office after the November 

3, 1964 election. I spoke to the Deputy Attorney General who confirmed my 

agreement with Mondale. The deputy called me back and told me to come to the 

office on the following Monday. 

 On November 9, 1964, I went to the AG’s office and was sworn in as a 

Special Assistant Attorney General.  

 From that day, until Mondale went to Washington, DC to be sworn in as a 

United States Senator on December 30, 1964, I served as his driver and ran various 

errands.  

 I continued working in the office of the new Attorney General Robert 

Mattson, a well-known Minneapolis lawyer who was appointed to the office to 

complete the term for which Mondale has been elected. 

 In 1966, Mondale had to stand for re-election to the Senate and in July I was 

invited to join his re-election campaign which was run by Warren Spannaus. I was 

engaged mainly in scheduling and anything else Spannaus wanted me to do.  

(Spannaus was himself elected as Minnesota’s Attorney General in 1970.)  

 When the campaign was over, Mondale invited me to join his Washington 

Senate office and on Christmas Eve, December 24, 1966 Carol and I arrived in 

Washington—about five days ahead of our furniture.  

 In 1968, Mondale and Senator Fred Harris of Oklahoma became co-

chairmen of United Democrats for Humphrey. Mondale sent me to Chicago to set 

up the Humphrey operation at the International Amphitheater where the 

convention was to be held.  

 When the convention was over, Mondale told me to come back to the Senate 

Office. He was irritated about something that had happened. I can’t recall what it 

was that ticked him off, but I know it was not something that I did. I was 

disappointed because I wanted to finish the campaign. A short time later Mondale 

relented, and I moved to the Humphrey Campaign office in downtown Washington 

to run the schedule and advance operation.  

 In those days, the Chief of Staff in Senate offices was known as the 

Administrative Assistant. I did not have that role but rather I was engaged in a 

variety of administrative tasks including scheduling, through the tenure of two 

Administrative Assistants. In early 1971 when his then Administrative Assistant 

left the office, Mondale appointed me as his Administrative Assistant. I asked him, 
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why now? I remember his reply, “The first four years of a Senator’s term are the 

Statesman years, now we are in the War years.” 

 In May of 1972, I moved back to Minnesota to run his re-election campaign 

with the intention of staying in Minnesota, which I did.  

 I stayed involved with Mondale often taking on various tasks in Minnesota 

because in those days, the state offices were not as well developed as they are 

today. 

 In late 1974, Mondale flirted with seeking the Democratic nomination for 

president in 1976. It went so far as my setting out to rent an office in Washington, 

DC. I had talked to Madeleine Albright about joining our team but before she made 

up her mind, Mondale pulled out.  Had he gone forward it is unlikely that he would 

have been selected as Jimmy Carter’s Vice-Presidential running mate. 

 After the 1976 election, Carter talked with Mondale about what his role 

would be. Carter liked what he heard and asked Mondale to prepare a 

memorandum. Up until then, the Vice President’s office was in the Executive 

Office building within the White House complex but across the driveway between 

the two buildings. Mondale’s memo did not include mention of moving the office. 

 A few weeks later Carter announced that Mondale would have an office in 

the White House. Carter issued two directives to his cabinet and staff: first, 

respond to a request from the Vice President as if it came from the President and, 

second, if anyone tried to undermine the Vice President, that person would be out 

of there.  

 Additionally, Dick Moe, the Vice President’s Chief of Staff would also be a 

direct player in the White House with the additional title of Assistant to the 

President. Two of Mondale’s senior staff, David Aaron and Bert Carp, were added 

to the staffs of the National Security Council and the Domestic Policy Council, 

respectively. 

 I was named as Legal Counsel to the Vice President and Deputy Chief of 

Staff. 

 Other than Mondale’s Executive Assistant Jim Johnson, who officed in a 

cubby which was part of the Vice President’s White House office, the Vice 

President’s staff had offices in the EOB along with the Vice President’s ceremonial 

office.  
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 I had a small group of lawyers who worked with me on various day-to-day 

issues, but they also worked with the White House Counsel’s office on issues with 

which they had experience. For example, I served as counsel to Hugh Carter who 

was responsible for operations in the White House. 

 I also had responsibility to oversee the non-policy operations in the office 

e.g., scheduling and advance. The policy sides of the office reported to Dick Moe.  

 The Mondales were the first Vice-presidential family to live in the house 

that is now known as the Vice-President’s Residence. The house had been the 

home of the Chief of Naval Operations. It was available to Vice President 

Rockefeller and while they did some remodeling, the Rockefellers never spent a 

night there.  

 While I did a few things related to the house it was primarily the 

responsibility of Joan Mondale’s Chief of Staff, Bess Abell. 

 The one responsibility I did have was to play Santa Claus and the Easter 

Bunny at appropriate social events at the residence.  

 I only traveled overseas with the Vice President a handful of times, but one 

of those was his trip to Israel in June/July 1978. On that particular trip the Vice 

President invited 30+ heads of US Jewish organizations to join him. We used two 

planes and given the nature of those planes it was necessary to stop in the Azores 

to refuel.  

 I really did not have much to do on the trip other than play tourist. It was my 

first visit to Israel. One day, I received a message that the Vice President wanted to 

see me in his suite. I can’t remember who else was with him, but he told me that 

President Sadat had agreed to see him in Alexandria, Egypt. As far as I knew, that 

was not originally part of the trip. “We have a problem,” he said. 

 “The Jewish leaders who are traveling with us do not want to go to Egypt 

given the overall circumstances with Egypt.” Then he told me to figure it out. 

 I also realized that there were a number of Jews in the staff group, including 

me. After consulting with a few of my colleagues, I came up with a solution.  

 Mondale and his staff took one plane to Alexandria. (The Jewish staff 

members all said they wanted to go to Alexandria.) The Jewish leaders got on the 

second plane and flew to the Azores.  
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 When Mondale left Egypt, he also flew to the Azores. Everyone on his plane 

who was not needed for the trip home deplaned. The Jewish leaders then boarded 

the Vice President’s plane and were briefed on the meeting on the way home by 

the Vice President. When we landed at Andrews Airbase the Jewish leaders were 

prepared to talk to their respective groups, fully describing the meeting with Sadat. 

 The meeting in Alexandria led to the Camp David Accords.  

 Toward the end of the administration, I agreed that Charles Krauthammer  

could join the staff as a speech writer. Many years later when he was a prominent 

conservative columnist, he wrote the following: “Whenever people on my right 

want to attack me, they always refer to me as ‘Mondale speechwriter, Charles 

Krauthammer’ so I carried that the rest of my life, I carry it proudly.” 

 At the end of the administration Mondale said the following about the 

administration, “We told the truth, we obeyed the law, and we kept the peace.” 

 With the administration over, Mondale decided to office at the Washington 

office of Winston and Strawn where his close, longtime friend John Riley was a 

partner. I managed the transition for 6 months and ended up at a small Washington 

law firm, Hill, Christopher, and Phillips, which eventually merged with a 

Pittsburgh law firm, Kirkpatrick & Lockhart.   

 Mondale decided to run for president in 1984. I was the Treasurer in the 

primary and general elections and the National Campaign Coordinator in the 

general election.  

 Mondale began the search for a running mate with Jim Johnson at his side 

and a team of lawyers that I put together to do the vetting. I remember the day I got 

a call from someone around Mondale, to go to Boston to gather the necessary 

information about Michael Dukakis, who was then Governor of Massachusetts. I 

hung out in a hotel while Jack Corrigan gathered the information. They did not 

want me hanging out at the governor’s office so no one would ask questions about 

why I was there.  

 Then one afternoon I got a call to go to New York to start the vetting of 

Congresswoman Gerry Ferraro. I flew to New York and took a cab to her house 

where I met with her and her husband, John Zaccaro.  

 As I met with them to begin gathering information, I recall Gerry said 

something about this whole effort not being serious. I remember my somewhat 
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irritated remark, “If this were not for real do you think I would be wasting my 

time?” The rest is history.  

For a variety of reasons that are certainly not important now, there was an 

unpleasant hullabaloo about the Ferraro nomination. Our team of lawyers were 

kept busy for days.  

 Ferraro was scheduled to give a speech at a hotel near Kennedy airport with 

the goal of putting the whole thing to rest.  There were literally hundreds of people 

in the audience, primarily representatives of the media. There was a question from 

the Wall Street Journal and a couple of trivial questions and then silence. I 

remember turning to a friend from the Washington Post with whom I was standing 

at the back of the room and asking him why no one was asking questions. He 

turned to me and said, “everyone has decided it’s enough”.  

 It was official, Mondale had selected the first woman to run for Vice 

President of the United States.   

 As the 1984 campaign was winding down, it had been obvious for some 

time that Mondale was going to lose badly to Reagan. He sent me a message that 

he wanted to see me. His message was simple, “I cannot lose Minnesota.” 

 I used every resource I could lay my hands on, focusing primarily on Duluth 

and the Iron Range. Mondale won the state by 3,761 votes out of 2,068,967 total 

votes cast in the state. 

 After the campaign, Mondale joined the Minneapolis law firm of Dorsey & 

Whitney where his good friend Warren Spannaus, the former Attorney General of 

Minnesota, was a partner.  

 We stayed in touch on a pretty regular basis. 

 When Bill Clinton was elected president, he offered Mondale the position of 

U.S. Ambassador to Russia. Mondale accepted and on the day President-elect 

Clinton was set to announce Mondale’s position in an evening speech at 

Georgetown University, I got a call at 3:00 p.m. It was Mondale. He said, “I cannot 

go to Russia and I would like you to tell the Clinton folks.” I was shocked and said 

to him, “You know if you do this, your chances of being an ambassador are over. 

You won’t get another chance.” He said, “I know that”. 

 I knew the Clinton folks pretty well. I had spent the fall in Little Rock 

working on the campaign. So, I called Bruce Lindsey and told him what Mondale 
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had told me. I think I explained to him why. Clinton obviously did not make the 

announcement that evening.  

 And then, unexpectedly, President Clinton appointed Mondale as our 

Ambassador to Japan and Mondale accepted. To this day, I think this is the most 

gracious thing that Clinton ever did.  

Mondale served as Ambassador to Japan with distinction from 1993-1996. 

On several occasions Mondale invited my wife and I to visit but we never got 

around to it.  Mondale then returned to Dorsey & Whitney.  

 In 2002, toward the end of his reelection campaign, Democratic Senator Paul 

Wellstone—who held Mondale’s old Senate seat—was killed in a plane crash. 

Mondale was asked by the Wellstone team to replace Wellstone. Mondale agreed 

and I set about raising some money for the campaign. Mondale was not elected, 

and he continued at Dorsey & Whitney.  

 Mondale remained active in the Democratic Party and began teaching part-

time at the Hubert H. Humphrey School of Public Affairs.  

 Mondale got great pleasure from his sons Ted and Bill. Ted was a member 

of the Minnesota Senate from 1991-1997 and held a number of public sector 

leadership positions prior to a successful career in the private sector. Bill was an 

Assistant Attorney General and then moved to the private sector. He is currently an 

Assistant Hennepin County Attorney.   

 In 2011, his daughter, Eleanor Mondale Poling died of brain cancer which 

she had battled for six years. 

 In 2014, Joan Adams Mondale, his wife and partner of 59 years died. When 

she was Second Lady of the United States, she became known as “Joan of Arts” 

for her work in the arts world.  

 For all of the years that Mondale was in public office I referred to him—

even in private—as Attorney General, Senator, or Vice President; even through his 

run for president in 1984. Sometime after that, when I was still addressing him as 

Vice President, he turned to me one day and said, “Don’t you think it is time to call 

me ‘Fritz’?”, which I did thereafter.  

 Mondale came to Washington, DC in April 2019 for my 80th birthday party, 

at which he spoke. We sat at the same table and the number of people who came 

by to show their affection for Mondale made clear how beloved he was.  
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 The last time I spoke to him was on April 9, 2021. He called to wish me a 

happy birthday and spoke/sang the Happy Birthday song.  

 On April 19, 2021, I received a call from Minneapolis at 7:21 p.m. letting 

me know that Mondale had died. He had been a part of my life for 57 years.  

Epilogue  

Joel Goldstein, the Vincent C. Immel Professor of Law Emeritus at St. Louis 

University, is the preeminent scholar on the Vice Presidency. He posted the 

following on Facebook on April 19th. 

“Walter Mondale was one of the great public servants of his generation. He 

had a deep commitment to America’s highest ideals, including a belief that 

government could be a positive force in creating a more just and inclusive 

society which treated people from different demographic groups fairly and 

drew on the talents of all. He transformed the vice presidency and used his 

influence to open doors to those excluded and to save many whose lives 

were threatened. He was a skillful politician who conducted his public 

service with integrity, humility, decency, and good humor. He fought good 

fights and America is the beneficiary of his skill, his commitments and his 

character.” 

* * * * * 

Bess Clements Abell 

1933-2020 

Born – June 2, 1933 

Died – October 9, 2020 

Memorial service – May 1, 2021 

 I met and spent considerable time with Bess Abell when she became Chief 

of Staff to Joan Mondale when Joan was second lady of the United States. She 

shared her vast experience with Joan and the rest of us. She helped Joan develop 

her long-standing interest with the arts. It was with Bess’s help and advice that she 

became known as “Joan of Arts.” 

 Bess rose to prominence as Social Secretary to Lyndon and Lady Bird 

Johnson.  
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 Among the speakers at her memorial service were Lynda Bird and Luci 

Baines, the daughters of President Johnson, and Ann Stock, Social Secretary to 

President Clinton.  

 The following is a quote from Lady Bird Johnson in 1976. 

“Bess had the right blend of quiet competence and aggressive persistence 

and creative talents – the last in marked degree. She could always get me to do a 

lot of work and yet she went about it very quietly and calmly. She could take no 

for an answer, but not without making several other attempts to get ‘yes’.” 

 

* * * * * 

Employment 

  

 The official BLS seasonally adjusted unemployment rate for April 2021 is 

6.1%. That unemployment rate is higher than the 6.0% in March and substantially 

less than the 14.4% unemployment rate of April 2020. 

 

 If one considers the total number of unemployed + those marginally attached 

to the labor force + those working part-time who want full-time work, the 

unemployment rate in April was 10.4%, down from 10.7% in March and 

substantially less than 22.4 % a year earlier.  

 

 The Labor Force Participation Rate (LFPR) is 61.7%, up from 61.5% in 

March 2021.  

 

* * * * * 

The Demographics of Unemployment 

for April 2021 

 
Unemployment by Gender (20 years and older)  

Women –4.8% (down from last month) 

Men –5.3% (up from last month) 

 

Unemployment by Race  

White – 5.3% (down from last month) 

Black – 9.7% (up from last month) 

Hispanic – 7.9% (same as last month) 

Asian –5.7% (down from last month) 
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Unemployment by Education (25 years & over) 

Less than high school –9.3% (up from last month) 

High School –6.9% (up from last month) 

Some college –5.8% (up from last month) 

Bachelor’s Degree or higher – 3.5% (down from last month) 

 

 In March, 30 states had unemployment rates below the national average of 

6.0%. 21 states, including the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico, had 

unemployment rates that were above the national average. The unemployment rate 

in one state is even with the national average.  

 

 The state with the highest unemployment rate in March was Hawaii at 9.0%. 

[BLS 5/21] 

 

* * * * * 

 22% of parents generally and 36% of Black mothers and 30% of Hispanic 

mothers, were “either not working or working less because of disruptions to 

childcare or in-person schooling. 20% of people aged 25-54 without a four-year 

college degree were laid off in 2020 versus 12% for those with at least a college 

degree.  

 

 About 14% of whites in their prime working years were laid off at some 

point in 2020. This is also true of 20% or more for Blacks and Hispanics in that 

group. [Jerome Powell, Chair of the Federal Reserve. [Axios Morning 5/4/21]  

  

* * * * * 

 Research shows that nonunion members would get a significant wage boost 

if union membership reverted to its 1979 level – and this is especially the case for 

those with a college degree. 94% of unionized works have health insurance from 

work compared to 67% of nonunion workers. [Groundwork Collaborative 4/22/21] 

 

* * * * * 

 56% of Americans say the long-term decline in share of workers represented 

by unions is bad for the US. 40% say that decline is good.  

 

 In 1983, 20% of American workers were union members. In 2020, that 

number had dropped to 10.8%.  
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 37%, including 22% of Dem/Lean Dem and 55% of Rep/Lean Rep, say the 

large reduction in the percentage of workers represented in unions has been good 

for working people. [PEW 4/15/21] 

 

* * * * * 

 

 

 

This and That 

 

   Here are the most trusted brands, worldwide, based on surveys by Morning 

Consult. 

 

1. Google, 2. PayPal, 3. Microsoft, 4. YouTube, 5. Amazon, 6. Sony, 7. adidas,  

8. Netflix, 9. Visa, 10 Samsung, 11. Nike, 12. Nestle, 13. Mastercard, 

14. Disney, 15. Colgate-Palmolive 

  

* * * * * 

How much are your sneakers worth? 

 

 “Sneaker collecting and trading has been a popular hobby for quite some 

time, but now there’s a ton of money in it, many people who have been fans of the 

hobby since the beginning and made it popular to begin with have been driven 

out.” 

 

 The street wear resale market now amounts to $2 billion in North America 

and $10 billion worldwide.  

 

  For example, the latest Air Jordan 1s in Carolina Blue sold at retail for $170. 

 They are available for resale at $300. [Numlock News 4/11/21] 

 

      * * * * * 

“New Day” on CNN  

 

 Alisyn Camarota was one of the hosts of New Day (6 – 9 a.m. EST) from 

2014 to April 2021. She was joined in 2018 by John Berman. On April 6, 2021 just 

before she left the show (she is now on at 2:00 p.m. with Victor Blackwell) Alisyn 

revealed that she texted John Berman at just after 5:00 a.m. in the morning, to 

show him what color outfit she would be wearing, so that he could select a 

“matching” tie.  
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 On April 19th, Brianna Keilar joined John Berman as a host of the show. 

Since that date, WW has been keeping track of whether the color of what Keilar is 

wearing is matched by the primary color or stripe in Berman’s tie. 

 

 In the first 25 days of their work together, with the possible exception of 6 

days, and including the first 9 days and the 25th day of their work together, the 

color of Brianna’s outfit has been matched by the stripe or color of John’s tie. On 

the 25th day, Brianna wore a red dress and John had a large red stripe in his tie.  

 

 WW’s efforts to determine whether Berman and Keilar had an arrangement 

similar to Camarota and Berman were unsuccessful.  

 

* * * * * 

 81% of Americans text regularly. 97% of adults text weekly. 6 billion text 

messages are sent each day in the United States. [PEW research] 

 

* * * * * 

Odds and Ends 

 

 Roughly half of sports fans believe MLB umpires “almost always” make 

correct calls. 

   Almost Always Sometimes Rarely Almost never 

MLB   51%   38%   6%  5% 

NFL   47%   43%   7%  3% 

NHL   46%   38%  8%  8% 

NBA   44%   42%  9%  5% 

Coll football  44%   43%  8%  5%  

Coll basketball 43%   44%  8%  6% 

MLS    41%   40%  11%  9% 

     [Morning Consult poll 5/7/21] 

 

* * * * * 

Definitions 

 

• Woke – alert to injustice in society, especially racism. 

• Cancel culture – a modern form of ostracism in which someone is thrust out 

of social or professional circles in any form.  

 

* * * * * 
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 There were 97,000 swimming pool installations in the United States last 

year. 

* * * * * 

 On Tuesday May 11, 2021, the U.S. Patent office issued patent number 

11,000,000. The patent went to a spiffy heart valve, an innovative prosthetic. 

[Numlock News 5/13/2021] 

 

* * * * * 

 As of May 15, 2021 there have been 19,989 Major League baseball players 

of whom 266 have ended up in the Baseball Hall of Fame.  

 

* * * * *  

QUOTES 

 

“They also serve who only stand and wait.” 

John Milton 

 

“If we want to create an inclusive culture of belonging, we need people who are 

not running on empty.” 

Ariana Huffington 

 

“We will seek perfection. But we will never achieve it. We don’t want to. We will 

be Imperfecto.” 

Imperfecto Restaurant 

 

“Every great movement must experience three stages: Ridicule, discussion, 

adoption.” 

John Stuart Mill 

 

“If another Messiah was born, he could hardly do so much good as the printing-

press.” 

Georg C. Lichtenberg 

 

“Nothing will ever be attempted, if all possible objection must be first overcome” 

Samuel Johnson 

 

“Fooling around with alternating current is just a waste of time. Nobody will use it, 

ever.” 

Thomas Edison 
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“That is a great question!”  

Said by way too many people when answering questions from various journalists. 

 

 

 

 

 

Riddles 

  

1. With pointed fangs I sit and wait; with piercing force I crunch out 

fate: grabbing victims, proclaiming might; physically joining with a 

single bite. What am I? 

 

2. I have lakes with no water, mountains with no stone and cities with no 

buildings. What am I? 

 

3. Only one color, but not one size, stuck at the bottom, yet easily flies. 

Present in the sun, but not in rain. Doing no harm and feeling no pain. 

What is it? 

 

4. Who is that with a neck and no head, two arms and no hands? 

 

5. If eleven plus two equals one, what does nine plus five equal?  

 

   Answers can be found on page 18. 

 

* * * * * 

President Biden 

 

 In his first 100 days in office, Biden:  

• Signed 42 Executive Orders 

• Visited 9 states  

• Had 40 appointees confirmed 

• Signed 11 pieces of legislation 

• Held 1 solo formal news conference   

[NBCNews 4/29/21] 

 

 Biden’s first speech to the Congress was watched by 26.9 million people on 

TV.  President Trump’s first speech to the Congress was watched by 47.7 million 
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people, his last speech was watched by 37 million people. [Morning media 

4/30/21] 

 

 Vice President Harris has cast four tie breaking votes as of May 1st, 2021.  

 

 Biden initially maintained the limit of refugee admissions to 15,000 per year, 

the same limit imposed by Trump last year. That lack of action brought the rath of 

the liberal community upon him and so he raised the cap to 62,500 for this year, 

even though he acknowledges it cannot be accomplished this fiscal year. He also 

announced that the intended goal for refugee admissions in the coming year is 

125,000. [Punchbowl News 5/3/21] 

 

 President Biden has committed the United States to reducing greenhouse gas 

emissions to 50% below its 2005 emissions levels by 2030. He has appointed 

former Senator and Secretary of State John Kerry as his special presidential envoy 

for climate. Gina McCarthy, his White House Climate Czar, will lead the newly 

formed office of Domestic Climate Policy.  [CNN politics 4/22/21] 

 

 The Biden administration has announced that it will provide protections 

again discrimination in health care based on gender identity and sexual orientation. 

The reversal is a victory for transgender people and undoes what had been a 

 significant setback in the movement for LGBTQ rights. [WP 5/10/21] 

 

* * * * * 

Answers to the Riddles 

 

1. A stapler 

2. A map 

3. A shadow 

4. A shirt 

5. 11 o’clock plus 2 hours = 1 o’clock 

9 o’clock plus 5 hours = 2 o’clock 

 

* * * * * 

 When looking at the first 100 days of the Biden presidency, 44% of 

Americans say he had a “great/good start” while 55% say he had a “fair/poor 

start.” 51% say he has accomplished a “great/fair” amount while 47% say he has 

accomplished “some/very” little.  
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 44% of Americans believe Biden is very to somewhat liberal. 42% say he is 

a moderate and 8% say he is very to somewhat conservative.  

 

 46% of us think that the Covid-19 bill signed by the President is a good idea 

while 25% say it is a bad idea.  

 

 When it comes to the President’s infrastructure plan, 59% believe it is a 

good idea while 21% believe it is a bad idea. [NBC poll 4/20/21] 

* * * * * 

(The following is based on registered voters unless indicated otherwise.) 

 

President Biden’s job approval ratings 

 

Date    NBC  WP/ABC     CNN           FOX  QUINNIPIAC 

MAY’21 xxx  xxx  xxx  xxx  xxx 

APR’21 51/43  52/42  52/45  54/43  48/42 

 

 Date  AP-NORC   ECON/YOUGOV  POL/MORNCON 

 MAY’21 xxx   49/46    56/40 

 APR’21 63/36 A  xxx    xxx 

 

As of May 20th, this is Biden’s approval rating based on Real Clear Politics: 

  

   Approval  Disapproval 

Over all    53.3%  42.7% 

On the economy 52.3% 41.9% 

On foreign policy 49.8% 41.2% (thru May 4th) 

 

 Gallup now does monthly or semi-monthly surveys of all adults. WW will 

include a periodic polling summary–Registered and Likely Voters–by 

FiveThirtyEight.  

 

     Gallup (All Adults)  FiveThirtyEight (Reg/Likely 

       voters) 

Date  Approval Disapproval  Approval Disapproval 

5/18/21 54%  40%   52.7% 40.7% 

4/21/21 57%  40%   53.4% 40.1% 

3/15/21 54%  42%   53.8% 40.2% 

2/18/21 56%  40%   54.4% 37.8% 
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 Here is the approval/disapproval scores that Biden receives on specific 

issues. 

      Approve Disapprove 

Coronavirus     69%  27% 

The economy    52%  43% 

Uniting the country   52%  43% 

Race relations    49%  43% 

Taxes and spending   44%  48% 

China      35%  44% 

The gun issue    34%  55% 

Border security and immigration 33%  59% 

        [NBCNews 4/20/21] 

 

* * * * * 

The following are the approval/disapproval ratings of President Biden by 

white evangelicals and those without religious affiliation. 

 

     Approve Disapprove 

Christian    53%  45%  

   Protestant    48%  50% 

     White evangelical  23%  75% 

     White, non-evangelical 45%  53% 

     Black protestant  89%    8% 

Catholic    64%  35% 

   White Catholic   51%  48% 

   Hispanic Catholic  80%  19% 

Religiously unaffiliated  71%  28% 

    Atheist/agnostic   79%  20% 

    Nothing in Particular    67%  33% 

       [PEW 4/11/21] 

 

* * * * * 

About Voting 

 

   Total    Rep/Lean       Dem/Lean 

Automatically registering        61% 38%  82%     

all eligible citizens  

 

Making early, in-person voting      78% 63%  91% 

available to voters for at least 
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two weeks prior to election day 

 

Making election day a       68% 59%  78% 

national holiday 

 

Requiring all voters to show      76% 61%  93% 

government issued photo 

identification to vote       [PEW 4/11/21] 

* * * * * 

Judges Nominated and Confirmed to Date 

 

 Because the U.S. Senate will be in Democratic hands in 2021 and the 

filibuster cannot be used on judicial nominees, President Biden will be able to 

begin affecting the federal judiciary early. The chart below reflects the number of 

Article III court judges appointed by every U.S. president since Jimmy Carter.  

 

 As of May 20, there were 78 vacancies out of the 870 active Article III 

judicial positions. There are 7 vacancies in the U.S. Courts of Appeals, 69 on the 

District Courts, and 2 vacancies on the U.S. Court of International Trade.  

 

 President Biden has nominated 19 individuals to the district and circuit 

courts.  

      Total  Supreme Ct    Appeals Ct    District Ct   Int’l  

       Trade  

Biden – No judges nominated by Biden have been confirmed to date. 

Trump – 4 years  234  3  54  174    3 

Obama – 8 years  325  2  55  268 

GW Bush – 8 years 325  2  62  261 

Clinton – 8 years  373  2  66  305 

GHW Bush – 4 years 192  2  42  148 

Reagan – 8 years  376  4  83  290 

Carter – 4 years   261  0  59  203 

 

[USCourts/Wikipedia/List of federal judges appointed by Joe Biden] 

  

* * * * * 

2022 Election  

 

 The March issue of the Washington Watch included the following statement, 

“When all is said and done, chances are that the Democrats could lose their control 
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of the House and Senate in the 2022 election.” That statement has drawn more 

comment than WW usually draws, most of it in disagreement. 

 

 The following from Amy Walter of the Cook Political is a statement with 

which WW agrees. 

 

 “We know that job approval rating is strongly correlated with vote share. 

People who think POTUS is doing a good job, vote for his party. Those who think 

he’s doing a not-so-good job vote against his party. In the last four midterm 

elections, those who disapproved of the sitting president voted by overwhelming 

margins (anywhere from 66 points to 82 points) for the opposite party. Those who 

approved of the sitting president voted for his party by similar margins. We’ve also 

witnessed historically low ticket-splitting over these last few years, suggesting that 

it’s going to be more difficult than ever for a Democrat to ‘outrun’ opinions of 

Biden.” 

* * * * * 

2020 Census 

 

 The official 2020 population count in the United States is 329,484,123 

people. The new census numbers show a significant shift in political power from 

states in the Midwest and Northeast to states in the South and West.   

 

 Six states gained seats and electoral votes – Texas (two seats), Colorado, 

Florida, Montana, North Carolina, and Oregon. 

 

 Seven states lost seats and electoral votes   – California, Illinois, Michigan, 

New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania, and West Virginia.  

 

 Alabama, Rhode Island, and Minnesota breathed a sigh of relief as they 

narrowly missed losing a seat. Minnesota beat out New York for the 435th and final 

House seat by just 89 residents. (WW assumes there will be some legal action on 

behalf of New York.) 

 

 The detailed data needed to draw official district lines won’t be released 

until the fall.  

 

 These changes, had they been in effect in the 2020 presidential election, with 

the Democratic and Republican candidates winning the same states, would not 

have changed the result in any significant way. Biden’s win of 306 electoral votes 
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to 232 electoral votes, would have instead been 303 electoral votes to 235 electoral 

votes. [data from various sources] 

 

* * * * * 

The 117th Congress 

Congress 

 

Approval of the Congress has grown since shortly after the election.   

 

      Approve  Disapprove 

 Real Clear Pol. 5/18/21  35%  56.3% 

 Real Clear Pol. 5/4/21  36.3% 55.5% 

 Real Clear Pol. 4/6/21  34.3% 57.0% 

 Real Clear Pol. 3/2/21  29.7% 60.0% 

 Real Clear Pol. 2/22/21  26.3% 60.0% 

 Real Clear Pol. 1/5/21  18.7% 70.3% 

 Real Clear Pol. 11/10/20  18.0% 70.3%  

 

 Registered voters prefer that after the 2022 election, Democrats control the 

Congress over Republicans by a vote of 47% to 42%. [NBC 4/20/21] 

 

* * * * * 

THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES  

 

 Washington Watch uses the Cook Political Report for its report on elections 

in the U.S. House of Representatives.  

 

Currently: 

Democrats 219 seats 

Republicans 212 seats 

     Vacancies  4 seats (FL-20, NM-1, OH-11, TX-06) 

 

Open seats in 2022 

 Democrats 4 

 Republicans 5 

 

Potentially open seats in 2022 

 Democrats 13 

 Republicans 18 
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* * * * * 

THE SENATE 

 

 [WW uses Jessica Taylor of the Cook Political Report and Inside Elections 

for the Senate chart below. When those two organizations do not agree, WW uses 

Sabato as a tie breaker.] 

 

Republicans – 50 

Democrats – 48 

Independents – 2 

   

    Democrats  Republicans  Independent 

Seats not up in 2022 34    30     2  

Safe in 2022      10    15 

    Padilla   Murkowski    

    Bennet   AL – open       

    Blumenthal   Boozman 

    Schatz   Grassley 

    Duckworth   Crapo 

    Van Hollen   Young 

    Schumer   Moran 

    Wyden   Paul 

    Leahy    Kennedy 

    Murray   MO – open  

        Hoeven     

        Lankford 

        Scott 

        Thune 

        Lee 

 

Likely   2    2 

    Hassan   Rubio 

    Cortez Masto  OH – open 

         

Lean    2    2 

    Kelly    Johnson  

    Warnock    NC - open 

          

Toss Up   0    1 

        PA – open 
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* * * * * 

2024 Election 

  

The following people have indicated or been named as someone thinking 

about or planning to run for president in 2024. 

 

Donald Trump  

Kristi Noem – Governor of South Dakota 

Nikki Haley – Former governor of South Carolina (Announced she will not 

run if Trump runs) 

Mike Pompeo – Former Secretary of State 

Ben Sasse – U.S. Senator 

Ron DeSantis – Governor of Florida 

Tom Cotton – U.S. Senator 

Josh Hawley – U.S. Senator 

Rick Scott – U.S. Senator 

Ted Cruz – U.S. Senator 

Mike Pence – Former Vice President 

Chris Christie – Former Governor New Jersey 

 

* * * * * 

Women Will Get It Done 

 

 “One of Europe’s most powerful women delivered a searing and specific 

denunciation Monday of what she said was sexist treatment at the highest levels of 

global affairs – even after her title became Madame President.”  

 

 European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen told the European 

Parliament that she had been denied a chair and equal billing alongside European 

Counsel President Charles Michel because he is a man and she a woman.  

 

 “I cannot find any justification for how I was treated in the European 

treaties. So, I have to conclude that it happened because I am a woman. Would this 

have happened if I had worn a suit and a tie? von der Leyen said.” [WP 4/26/21] 

 

* * * * * 

 On the World Economic Forum’s gender gap index, the United States ranks 

30th. 26.1% of board members at listed companies are women and 42% of senior 

and managerial positions. [The Broadsheet 4/27/21] 
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* * * * * 

 Sally Buzbee, executive editor of the Associated Press, has been named as 

the executive editor of the Washington Post. She succeeds Martin Baron, who 

retired in February. Buzbee is the first woman to hold that position. [WP 5/11/21] 

 

* * * * * 

 Chloe Zhao becomes the first woman of color, and the second woman ever 

to win the Best Director Oscar. She was the director of “Nomadland”.  

 

* * * * * 

 On May 11, 1918, the Duluth, Minnesota streetcar company announced that 

the company would hire women as conductors for the first time and that they 

would be receiving the same pay as male conductors. (WW was born, raised, and 

attended college in Duluth.) [Zenith City Press 5/11/2021]  

 

* * * * * 

 As Perseverance, the NASA rover, landed on the Martian surface Friday, 

millions of miles away in the US space agency’s control room, a woman’s voice 

rang out, “Touchdown confirmed!”  

 

 The announcement came from Indian American scientist, Dr. Swati Mohan, 

who leads the guidance, navigation, and control operations of NASA’s Mars 2020 

mission. [The Economic Times 4/23/21] 

  

* * * * * 

 Female entrepreneurs are especially common in developing nations like 

Angola as well as in developed countries on the Arabian Peninsula and in the 

Americas. The following is a list of selected countries by a share of the female 

population engaged in entrepreneurial activity (2020) 

 

Angola  51.1% 

Panama  29.1% 

Saudi Arabia 17.7% 

United States 13.6% 

South Korea  10.6% 

The Netherlands   9.6% 

Egypt     5.4% 

Germany    4.4% 

India     2.6% 
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Poland    2.4% 

Italy      0.9%   [Statista 5/11/21]  

 

* * * * * 

 President Biden will nominate Coast Guard Vice Admiral Linda Fagen for 

Vice Commandant, which would make her the first female four-star admiral in 

Coast Guard history. Fagen is currently the Coast Guard commander for the Pacific 

Area, having served on all seven continents. [Axios 4/19/21] 

  

    * * * * *      

 Vanita Gupta is the first Indian American woman to be appointed as an 

Associate Attorney General of the United States. 

 

* * * * * 

 Kelly Kleine, the Denver Broncos’ new executive director of football 

operations, is believed to be the highest-ranking women in scouting in the history 

of the NFL. [USAToday]  

 

* * * * * 

Restaurants 

 

 Lyle’s Restaurant 

Lyle Hotel 

1731 New Hampshire Avenue NW 

Washington, DC 20009 

202-964-6750 

 

 The Art Deco Building that houses this hotel and restaurant previously 

operated as the Kimpton Carlyle Hotel and a tavern, The Riggsby.  

 Bev, Brady, Debbie, and I went to this restaurant on May 8th, the 23rd day 

that the restaurant was open.  

 The dinner menu has four sections: For the Table, Small Plates, Entrees, and 

Sweets.  

 We shared three dishes to start the dinner; two from For the Table – Spring 

Pea Fritter, pepper relish and Hot Smoked Trout, cucumber, red onion, yogurt, and 

one from Small Plates – Ravioli, spring onion, goat cheese, asparagus. 
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 For our entrees – Bev chose King Salmon, soy-ginger, Calrose rice, bok 

choy, scallion. Debbie chose Fried Chicken, hot honey, sunchoke, pickled 

vegetables. Brady picked Lamb Loin, fava bean, ricotta gnudi, swiss chard. I 

selected Local Striped Bass, green chickpea, eggplant, preserved lime.  

 For dessert – Bev selected Nancy’s Camembert, sour cherry, buckwheat 

crepes. Debbie went with Strawberries, rhubarb, lavender, lime, meringue chips. I 

picked Banana Bread, chocolate, walnut. Brady did not order dessert but managed 

to “share” all of the others as did each of us.  

 Our server was Isaac. He was excellent, I was particularly taken with his 

ability to describe in intimate detail each of the dishes that we asked about.  

 The service was excellent. For example, when Bev and I ordered espressos 

that were not hot when served, we noted it to one of the servers who was walking 

by, not our regular server, who quickly whisked them away and a few minutes later 

new espressos were delivered that were definitely hot.  

 We also noted that the servers and related personnel all wear white sneakers.  

 The restaurant seats up to 150 people at a time including a private dining 

room that seats up to 10 people. But under current D.C. rules, the restaurant can 

only operate at 25% of capacity. 

 The main dining room is a series of booths and groups of tables. We shared 

a booth designed for four people.  

 You enter the restaurant on a ramp that runs from the lobby of the hotel in 

two tracks to the level on which the restaurant is located. When you first enter that 

area, you come across a series of small booths and tables and a long bar that is 

lined by 18 backless stools. That bar does not seem to be in use at the moment. 

Once you get past the bar you find the reception station at which you check in for 

your reservation in the main restaurant.   

 The women’s and men’s rooms that service the restaurant and the hotel 

lobby are on the same level as the restaurant and bar down a short hall. The two 

clearly marked restrooms are across from one another. 

 As you enter the men’s room, immediately to the left is a black ceramic 

countertop containing three white ceramic sunken wash basins headed by mirrors 

and various faucets, etc. Next to the countertop is a door that opens onto a white 

ceramic commode with appropriate support bars.  
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 To the right are two facing white ceramic wall attached urinals with partial 

walls on the side of the urinal that is exposed to the rest of bathroom.   

 The walls throughout the restroom are covered with light blue square tiles. 

The floors are covered with black ceramic tiles. 

 There was only one glitch throughout the entire evening, and a small one at 

that.  

 The hotel offers valet parking for $20 if you are going to the restaurant. This 

is the one thing that did not work for us on this visit. The valet was on hand to take 

our car when we arrived but when we went to the front door to depart, the person 

handling retrieval of cars was involved in a long conversation with someone and 

when he finally found our car key and headed out to get our car he seemed to have 

disappeared. Debbie mentioned it to the front desk and one of the people there 

quickly responded by coming to the front door and looking for the valet. It turns 

out that the underground parking garage that the restaurant uses is three blocks 

from the hotel. 

 In the future we will come by cab, Uber, or Lyft.  

* * * * * 

Persimmon 

7003 Wisconsin Ave NW 

301-654-9860 

 WW originally wrote about Persimmon in June 2009. 

 Recently, Debbie and I and Francine and Mel had dinner there. This will not 

be a complete report about the restaurant. However, one of my favorite dishes is 

crab cakes.  

 The sauteed Jumbo Lump Crab Cake (with sweet corn sauce) is the best I 

have ever eaten.  

* * * * * 

WW Recommends Books 

& other things 

  

 In this feature of the Washington Watch, WW will primarily suggest books 

you may find interesting but may also now and then mention a TV program and 
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other things. I welcome your suggestions and your input. What have you been 

reading or watching that you think WW readers might like? 

 

Persist 

By 

Elizabeth Warren  

 

The inspiring, influential senior senator from Massachusetts and bestselling author 

mixes vivid personal stories with a passionate plea for political transformation. 

 

Elizabeth Warren is a beacon for everyone who believes that real change can 

improve the lives of all Americans. Committed, fearless, and famously persistent, 

she brings her best game to every battle she wages. 

 

In Persist, Warren writes about six perspectives that have influenced her life and 

advocacy. She’s a mother who learned from wrenching personal experience why 

childcare is so essential. She’s a teacher who has known since grade school the 

value of a good and affordable education. She’s a planner who understands that 

every complex problem requires a comprehensive response. She’s a fighter who 

discovered the hard way that nobody gives up power willingly. She’s a learner who 

thinks, listens, and works to fight racism in America. And she’s a woman who has 

proven over and over that women are just as capable as men. 

 

Candid and compelling, Persist is both a deeply personal book and a powerful call 

to action. Elizabeth Warren―one of our nation’s most visionary leaders―will 

inspire everyone to believe that if we’re willing to fight for it, profound change is 

well within our reach. 

 

 The following is the concluding page and a half from this book. 

 

 One gorgeous summer afternoon in 2019, I spoke to a crowd of about twelve 

thousand people in a big green field in St. Paul, Minnesota… 

 

 As always, there were many pinkie promises. One was with a lively and 

impatient little girl of about eight or nine. She had been waiting a long time, and 

when she and her daddy got to the front of the line, she hopped on one foot and 

then the other. She wanted her own picture – not just a shot with her father. And 

she had her pinkie out, ready to go.  
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 With our pinkies locked, I said to her the same thing I’d said a zillion times 

before, “My name is Elizabeth, and I’m running for president because that is what 

girls do.” 

 

 Big smiles, good photos, another pinkie promise to remember. Next. 

 

 The girl started to walk away, and then she seemed to think about what I’d 

said – and it just wasn’t enough. She abruptly turned around. “And they win!” 

 

 I loved and said “Yes-and they win!” 

 

 Her father tried to hustle her off, but she was having none of it. She clearly 

had more she wanted to say. She didn’t move on, and I didn’t turn to the next 

person in line. For just an instant, it was just this little girl and me, standing in a 

beautiful, sun-drenched field, with lots of laughing and talking in the background. 

She planted her feet, put her hands on her narrow hips, and looked straight in my 

eyes. In her dead-serious, I’m-warning-you tone, she said “You better win. I’ve 

been waiting for a girl president since…since…since kindergarten!” 

 

 Yes, I get it. Waiting is hard.  

 

 And no, I didn’t win. But in the middle of the night. I don’t think about 

losing. I don’t think about waiting. Instead, I think about the plans. I think about 

the fights ahead that can make those plans real. I think about all the fights we need 

to win, and all the people who can help us win even if they don’t look like leaders. 

I think about righteous fights and the extraordinary opportunities packed into this 

moment in history. 

 

 I think about that morning in March 2020 when I walked out my kitchen 

door and saw a message written in big chalk letters on the sidewalk: PERSIST.  

 

* * * * * 

Antitrust: 

Taking on Monopoly Power from the Gilded Age 

To the Digital Age 

By 

Amy Klobuchar  

 

Antitrust enforcement is one of the most pressing issues facing America today—

and Amy Klobuchar, the widely respected senior senator from Minnesota, is 
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leading the charge. This fascinating history of the antitrust movement shows us 

what led to the present moment and offers achievable solutions to prevent 

monopolies, promote business competition, and encourage innovation. 

In a world where Google reportedly controls 90 percent of the search engine 

market and Big Pharma’s drug price hikes impact healthcare accessibility, 

monopolies can hurt consumers and cause marketplace stagnation. Klobuchar—the 

much-admired former candidate for president of the United States—argues for 

swift, sweeping reform in economic, legislative, social welfare, and human rights 

policies, and describes plans, ideas, and legislative proposals designed to 

strengthen antitrust laws and antitrust enforcement. 

Klobuchar writes of the historic and current fights against monopolies in America, 

from Standard Oil and the Sherman Anti-Trust Act to the Progressive Era's trust-

busters; from the breakup of Ma Bell (formerly the world's biggest company and 

largest private telephone system) to the pricing monopoly of Big Pharma and the 

future of the giant tech companies like Facebook, Amazon, and Google. 

She begins with the Gilded Age (1870s-1900), when builders of fortunes and 

rapacious robber barons such as J. P. Morgan, John Rockefeller, and Cornelius 

Vanderbilt were reaping vast fortunes as industrialization swept across the 

American landscape, with the rich getting vastly richer and the poor, poorer. She 

discusses President Theodore Roosevelt, who, during the Progressive Era (1890s-

1920), "busted" the trusts, breaking up monopolies; the Clayton Act of 1914; the 

Federal Trade Commission Act of 1914; and the Celler-Kefauver Act of 1950, 

which it strengthened the Clayton Act. She explores today's Big Pharma and its 

price-gouging; and tech, television, content, and agriculture communities and how 

a marketplace with few players, or one in which one company dominates 

distribution, can hurt consumer prices and stifle innovation. 

As the Chair of the Senate Judiciary Subcommittee on Antitrust, Competition 

Policy, and Consumer Rights, Klobuchar provides a fascinating exploration of 

antitrust in America and offers a way forward to protect all Americans from the 

dangers of curtailed competition, and from vast information gathering, through 

monopolies. 

* * * * * 

“Crip Camp” 

A Disability Revolution 

Full Feature – Netflix 

YouTube Netflix July 23, 2020 
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 Crip Camp offers a uniquely honest look at the lives of persons with 

disability, and that’s due to arising from a place of personal interest. The film 

chronicles the history of the disability rights movement from its beginnings at an 

Upstate New York summer camp “for the handicapped” in the early 1970s. 

 

 James LeBrecht who co-directed the film with Nicole Newnham, says “The 

titles does a lot of heavy lifting to immediately frame that this is a look at disability 

from the inside and its’s unlike anything else that you may have seen before.” 

 

 Crip Camp is not an uplifting story of hardships overcome, nor is it a pitiable 

portrait of impairment, but avoiding those directions was an obstacle for the 

filmmakers.  

 

 “If you’re being told that anybody with a disability their life is full of pain 

and loneliness and anguish, that’s incredibility harmful. And it’s not the freaking 

truth. Our lives are only held back by society’s stigma or lack of willingness to 

really fully embrace people with disabilities when it comes to inclusion or 

diversity.” (from Lebrecht)  

 

Mike 
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