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 * * * * * 

*Any statements in this issue of the Watch which are not sourced are mine and 

identified by “WW”.  

* * * * * 

State of the Nation 

 

 50% of Americans say the country is on the wrong track, including 47% of 

men and 52% of women. 

 

  36% of Americans say the country is headed in the right direction. This 

includes 40% of men and 33% of women. [Econ/YouGov 12/3/19] 

 

* * * * * 

  

Employment 

 

 The official BLS seasonally adjusted unemployment rate for November 

2019, is 3.5%, only slightly lower than the 3.6% of October and lower than the 

3.7% of a year ago.   

 

 If one considers the total number of unemployed + those marginally attached 

to the labor force + those working part-time who want full-time work, the 

unemployment rate in November is 6.9%, down from 7.6% a year ago. 

 

  266,000 jobs were created in November, the highest since January when 

312,000 jobs were created. A year ago, 196,000 jobs were created in November. 

 

 The Labor Force Participation Rate (LFPR) for November is 63.2%, a bit 

down from October but the same as August and September. [BLS 12/1/19] 

 

* * * * * 

The Demographics of Unemployment 

for November 2019 

 
Unemployment by Gender (20 years and older)  

Women – 2.6% (same as last month) 

Men – 2.7% (down from last month) 
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Unemployment by Race  

White – 3.0% (down from last month) 

Black – 5.2% (down from last month) 

Hispanic – 4.1% (up from last month) 

Asian – 2.6% (up from last month) 

 

Unemployment by Education (25 years & over) 

Less than high school – 5.1% (increased since last month) 

High School – 3.5% (down since last month) 

Some college – 2.8% (down since last month) 

Bachelor’s Degree or higher – 1.8% (down since last month) 

 

 In October 2019, three states had the same unemployment rate as the 

national average for that month, 3.6%; 28 states had unemployment rates below the 

national average; 19 states, plus D.C. and Puerto Rico, had unemployment rates 

that were above the national average.  

 

 Alaska, at 6.2%, had the highest unemployment rate in the country. (Puerto 

Rico at 7.7% was higher.) Mississippi and D.C. had unemployment rates greater 

than 5% but less than 6%. 10 states had unemployment rates that were 4.0% or 

greater but less than 5.0%. [Bureau of Labor Statistics] 

 

* * * * * 

 If you are a full-time worker, you’ll spend roughly 80,000 hours on the job 

over the course of your life. [NYT – Apple News – 12/10/19] 

 

* * * * * 

 Current U.S population on 12/7/19 is 330,103,926. There is one birth every 

8 seconds and one death every 10 seconds. [Census.gov 12/7/19] 

 

* * * * * 

 14.3 million U.S. households faced food insecurity in 2018. [Axios, Sneak 

Peek 12/1/19] 

* * * * * 

 One in four U.S. shopping malls is expected to close by 2022. As of mid-

November, retailers have announced plans to close more than 10,000 stores 

nationwide, this compared with 5,400 store closings for all of 2018. Even retailers 

on relatively stable financial footing are closing hundreds of underperforming 

stores to focus on flagship locations. [WP 11/24/19] 
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* * * * * 

 A larger share of adults have cohabited then have been married. 69% of 

Americans say cohabitation is acceptable even if a couple doesn’t plan to get 

married. Married adults have higher levels of relationship satisfaction and trust 

than those living with a partner. 

 

 About 66% of married adults who lived with their spouse before they were 

married, see living together as a step toward marriage. 59% of adults 18-44 have 

lived with an unmarried partner at some point in their lives. 

 

 Roughly 40% of cohabiting adults cite finances (38%) and convenience 

(37%) as major reasons they have moved in with their partner. 

 

 65% of Americans favor allowing unmarried couples to have the same legal 

rights as married couples. [Pew 11/6/19] 

 

* * * * * 

 Between 2017 and 2027, 9.2 million U.S. homes are expected to be vacated 

by seniors. An additional 11.8 million U.S. homes are expected to be vacated by 

seniors between 2027 and 2017. [WSJ 11/23-24/19] 

 

* * * * * 

 53 million Americans – 44% of all workers aged 18-64 – have low wage 

jobs. The significant portion of the nation’s labor force is earning median hourly 

wages of $10.22 and median annual wages of $17,950.  

 

 Women account for 54% of low-wage workers, higher than their total share 

of the workforce – 48%. 49% of female workers earn low wages, compared to 39% 

of male workers. [Brookings 11/7/19] 

  

* * * * * 

 Access to childcare significantly impacts a parent’s ability to find and keep a 

job in order to support their family. 

 

 * 68% of parents say childcare affected their ability to stay in the   

  workforce 

 * 55% of parents have worked overtime in order to afford childcare  

  expenses 

 * 20% of parents say they have quit a job to stay at home with a child in 

  order to afford childcare expenses 
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 * 56% of parents say they have relied on grandparents, family members, 

  or friends for childcare.   

 * 75% of parents have reduced spending on non-essentials in order to  

  afford childcare.  

[Bipartisan Policy Center, Morning Consult 11/6/19] 

 

* * * * * 

This and That 

 

 126,000 people are diagnosed annually with end-stage renal disease.  Only 

20,000 will eventually receive a donated kidney, either from donors who have been 

declared brain-dead or from living donors who have accepted a relatively small 

chance of complications.  

 

 Patients who need a kidney but can’t find a donor generally end up tethered 

to a dialysis machine every other day. Five years after starting such treatment, only 

a third of those folks are alive. (Note: I am one of the lucky people who found a 

donor in the person of my sister after being on dialysis for a year and a half. 

Happily, 4 ½ years later she and I are both doing fine.)  

 

* * * * * 

 An interesting fact not often talked about – the constitutional loophole – the 

Constitution does not indicate that removal from office requires two-thirds of the 

Senate. It requires two-thirds of the senators present for the proceedings. In theory, 

a vote to convict the president (or anyone else) would count as legal with as few as 

34 members, assuming that the absolute minimum of 51 senators participated. 

[Washingtonian 10/10/19] 

* * * * * 

 At her dissertation defense last month, Caitlin Kirby wore a one-of-a-kind 

handmade skirt – made of 17 rejection letters that she received over the last five 

years. The 28-year-old Michigan State University grad student, who has spent the 

last 4.5 years working towards here PhD in environmental science and policy, says 

that the rejection letters had come from other PhD programs, scholarships and 

academic journals. [11/9/19 Posted by Katherine/Onamightygirl.com ] 

* * * * * 

 Liquid milk consumption is down 40% since 1975, Americans drank 24 

gallons on average in 1996 compared to 17 gallons in 2018. [AP, Bloomberg, 

Numlock News 10/13/19] 

* * * * * 
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 Automation, algorithms, and artificial intelligence have already reduced the 

amount of human labor in specialty manufacturing, warehouse parcel delivery and 

resumé screening. But a new report from analysts at Bank of America Merrill 

Lynch estimates the rise of automation could make up to 800 million jobs – nearly 

half of all jobs worldwide – obsolete by 2035. [Yahoo Finance, FiveThirtyEight 

newsletter 11/15/19] 

* * * * * 

 How often do you think each of the following are based on factual 

information?  

     Always/Often Sometimes Rarely/Never 

Reporting from the media  21%  47%  31%  

Decisions made by policymakers 14%  55%  30% 

Voting choices made by  

 Americans    14%  53%  32% 

Debates between political    

 candidates    13%  47%  39% 

Political candidates  

 campaign messages    9%  43%  47% 

       [Axios AM, Allen 11/21/19] 

 

* * * * * 

 In 2018, 39% of CEOs who were forced out of the job exited for ethical 

reasons. This compares to 26% shown the door for those reasons in 2017, and 8% 

who faced consequences for unethical behavior a decade ago. [Reuters/Numlock 

News 11/6/19] 

 

* * * * * 

I wonder whether those who were the focus of recent congressional hearings 

wished that email and texting had never come into existence. [WW] 

 

“Our increasing preference for texting over email and phone calls creates a 

higher quantity of interactions, but it decreases their quality. Text messages can’t 

provide the human contact and perspective that come from true dialogue. Worse it 

makes it easier for people to lie and dodge in-person confrontation. Texting breeds 

not just grammar and spelling illiteracy but emotional illiteracy as well.” [Maggie 

Mulqueen for NBC News Think 12/7/19] 

 

 

* * * * * 
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The Equal Rights Amendment: What’s Next 

 

 The following was written by Jay Berman (we are not related by DNA but by 

friendship) who served as Director of Legislative Affairs for Senator Birch Bayh, 

the lead Senate sponsor of the ERA amendment at the time of its passage. 

 

The Democratic victory in capturing majorities in both Houses of the Virginia 

Legislature have led some to confidently predict that the ERA will be quickly 

ratified and thus the requisite 38th state will put the Amendment over the top and 

into the Constitution.  Bills have already been pre-filed in both Houses and, yes, it 

will be ratified but will the Archivist of the United States certify it as the 28th 

Amendment.  Not likely.  

 

Far too many issues have arisen since Congress sent the Equal Rights Amendment 

to the states for ratification in 1972.  Ratification of ERA in Virginia, then, is really 

the long overdue new beginning of the struggle to enshrine the Amendment into 

the Constitution, not the end result and certainly not a guaranteed outcome at all.  

 

Let’s back up and see how we got to this pivotal point, nearly 50 years after 

Congress first passed it thanks to the efforts of Congresswoman Martha Griffiths 

of Michigan and Senator Birch Bayh of Indiana and with a statement of support 

from President Richard Nixon (even though the President has no role to play in the 

process). 

 

What was originally intended to be the 27th Amendment passed Congress in 1972 

with overwhelming majorities in both Houses and was sent to the states for 

ratification with confidence that it would be approved quickly.  It was then, as it is 

now, according to every opinion poll overwhelmingly popular.  More than 80% 

supported it and more than 80% not only still support it but believe it is already 

part of the Constitution. 

 

The Amendment had an introductory clause stipulating that the period for 

ratification was 7 years, a typical term for the more recent Amendments but not a 

constitutional requirement.  Some of those Amendments included the ratification 

period in the body of the Amendment, the Equal Rights Amendment did not. More 

about that later. 

 

In the first few years after passage, state ratification moved along at a brisk pace—

until Phyllis Schlafly assumed the role of fly in the ointment.  She masterminded a 

brilliant campaign to stop ratification and, as she liked to say, keep women in the 
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kitchen. That contrasted with the slogan made popular by the National 

Organization of Women that a woman’s place was in the House and the Senate.   

 

As ratification slowed, and the deadline loomed, Congress took the unusual step of 

extending the original deadline from 1979 to 1982.  Unfortunately, the process had 

actually come to a halt in 1978, with 35 states having ratified—three short and not 

a single state ratified in the three-year extension. Phyllis Schlafly had won—or so 

it seemed. 

 

The ERA remained in limbo from 1982 until 2017 when Nevada, thanks to the 

heroic efforts of State Senator Pat Spearman, ratified as part of an effort devised by 

supporters of ERA known as the “three state strategy.”  Simply put, add three more 

states to the existing 35 and have Congress repeal the time limit. In 2018, Illinois 

followed suit and so we entered 2019 with a one state strategy. 

 

In 2019, the comatose ERA looked primed to get to 38 as Virginia, North Carolina, 

Florida and a number of other states sought to become the necessary final vote. 

Pretty dramatic but not nearly as dramatic as all the states other than Virginia 

having failed, we were down to one.  By one vote, Republicans in Virginia kept it 

from getting out of committee and onto the floor.  

 

So here we are today and how fitting that Virginia is back in the batter’s box and 

looks ready to ratify.  It is even more ironic that it was an incident in Virginia 

many years ago that led Senator Bayh to champion both the Equal Rights 

Amendment and Title IX.  It centered around the fact that Marvella Bayh had been 

rejected by the University of Virginia on the basis of sex. 

 

We are here awaiting that momentous vote in Virginia, which will surely be a 

rallying cry for a long delayed Equal Rights Amendment, but where is here? 

That vote will trigger an emotion filled debate as to whether the ERA has met the 

ratification test.   

 

In the years after Congressional passage, actually from 1977 when Indiana became 

the 35th state to ratify and 2017 when Nevada ratified, 5 states took actions to 

rescind or nullify their earlier ratifications. 

 

Rescinded, really? Can a state rescind?  The Constitution makes no provision for 

rescission, so are we at 37 or at 32.  Many proponents of ERA argue that in the 

absence of any specific constitutional language, rescission is not legally binding, 

and they further point to the constitutional debates, which seem to indicate that the 
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Framers thought a state ratification was immutable.  And, historically, when states 

have attempted to rescind their ratifications of the 14th Amendment, the effort came 

to naught.  It simply was not recognized. 

 

To complete the three-state strategy, ERA supporters are championing a 

congressional effort to remove any time limits on ratification.  In the House, 

Representative Jackie Speier of California has sponsored a bill that just recently 

passed the Judiciary Committee and could be on the House floor for a vote next 

week.  It has 223 cosponsors, making passage very likely.  A similar effort in the 

Senate, led by Senator Ben Cardin of Maryland and Senator Lisa Murkowski of 

Alaska, is pending in the Senate Judiciary Committee.  That effort is more 

problematic.  Hello Lindsay Graham and Mitch McConnell. 

 

What is also at issue is whether Congress has the ability to repeal the deadline and 

have that repeal apply retroactively. If Virginia ratifies before Congress has voted 

to remove the existing 1982 deadline, is that a valid ratification.  The same is true 

of Nevada and Illinois. 

 

And, by the way, is a time limit that was not in the body of the ERA that Congress 

sent to the states for ratification a valid requirement.  The states ratified the 

Amendment itself, not the preamble that included the time limit.  Why was the 

time limit in the preamble, not the actual text?  I wish I could remember. 

 

As you can see, the three-state strategy is a lot more complicated than having 

Virginia ratify.  However, nothing happens unless and until Virginia does.  Then 

the questions not only get asked, they will be answered. 

 

Or, alternatively, why not just start de novo, a new constitutional amendment, with 

an extended deadline or no deadline at all.  Yes, that requires a two-thirds vote in 

the House and Senate and three fourths of the state legislatures.  What are the 

prospects for that?  You guessed it, both very time consuming and very 

problematic politically.   

 

Where does that leave us, those of us who believe strongly that ERA should be part 

of the US Constitution—in all likelihood, at the steps of the Supreme Court. 

 

Two final observations.  While it is indeed disheartening that ERA has been stalled 

all these years, it is so appropriate that this should be playing out in 2020, exactly a 

century after the passage of the 19th Amendment.  Secondly, what a great and 

deserving gift it would be for The Notorious RBG to see it happen in her 
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lifetime.  Like her, I would like to say to my granddaughters, there is an Equal 

Rights Amendment in the United States Constitution—at long last. 
 

* * * * * 

Quotes 

 

“There will be a time in your life when you realize… If you don’t stand up for 

something, for people other than yourself, then you might as well just sit down and 

shut up.” 
-Kathy Griffin  

 

“Ignorance allied with power, is the most ferocious enemy justice can have.” 

-James Baldwin 

 

“We tell our clients we can survive errors of judgement. 

We cannot survive errors of integrity.” 

-Bob Werbel 

 

“Everybody’s got three lives: public life, private life and a secret life. Private life is 

by invitation only. Secret life is nobody’s business.” 

-Gabriel Garcia Marquez 

 

“Kindness is about holding other people’s vulnerability and see it and sharing it 

with them and showing your own, people like to care for things whether or not 

they have forgotten that.” 

-Jenny Slate 

 

“You have to belong to the land before the land can belong to you.” 

-Carl Sandberg 

 

“Any jackass can kick down a barn, but it takes a good carpenter to build one.” 

-Sam Rayburn 

 

“Your representative owes you, not his industry only, but his judgement, and he 

betrays instead of serving you if he sacrifices to your opinion.” 

-Edmund Burke 

[Thanks to Joel for the last two quotes] 
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* * * * * 

 President Trump 

 

 As of December 3, an Economist/YouGov poll found that 41% of registered 

voters approved of the job that President trump is doing as president while 50% 

disapprove. 38% of women approve of the job he is doing along with 45% of men, 

while 43% of women disapprove along with 47% of men. 

 

 The split between folks who see themselves as supporters of one party or the 

other could not be more clear. 89% of Republicans approve the job he is doing 

while 10% disapprove. And no surprise, 88% of Democrats disapprove of his 

performance while only 10% approve.  

 

 Among Independents 38% approve his performance and 45% disapprove. 

18% of independents did not express an opinion while only 2% of Democrats and 

2% of Republicans did not have an opinion. 

 

 An interesting dichotomy that this survey demonstrates is the role that age 

seems to play in levels of support for the president’s performance. Among those 

between the ages of 18-29, 23% support the president’s performance while 60% 

disapprove. Among those 65 and older, 57% approve of his performance and 40% 

disapprove. This split based on age can be found on a variety of issues from 

immigration to healthcare to the environment and abortion. 

 

 In a December 3rd Reuters survey, 39% approve of the job that the president 

is doing while 43% disapprove. 45% of registered voters think the president should 

be impeached while an equal number say he should not be impeached.  

 

 A Quinnipiac survey of registered voters completed on November 25th found 

40% approving of how Trump is doing his job and 54% disapproving. 45%, 

including 36% of men and 53% of women, think Trump should be impeached 

while 48% including 58% of men and 40% of women think he should not be 

impeached.  

 

 A Morning Consult/Politico poll completed on November 24, found that 

among registered voters 40% approve of the job Trump is doing while 56% 

disapprove. 48% support the current efforts to impeach the president while 43% 

oppose those efforts.  
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 Gallup now does monthly or semi-monthly surveys. WW will include a 

periodic polling summary–Registered and Likely Voters–by FiveThirtyEight.   

 

   Gallup (All Adults)  FiveThirtyEight (Reg/Likely  

        voters) 

Date  Approval Disapproval  Approval Disapproval 

11/14/19 43%  54%   41%  54.7% 

10/31/19 41%  57%   42%  53.9% 

9/30/19 40%  56%   42.1% 53.8% 

8/30/19 39%  57%   41.3% 54.2% 

7/31/19 42%  54%   42.5% 52.9% 

6/16/19 43%  55%   42.6% 53.0% 

5/12/19 42%  51%   42.4% 52.4% 

4/9/19  45%  51%   42%  52.7% 

3/10/19 39%  57%   41.8% 53.4% 

2/10/19 44%  52%   40.2% 55.1% 

1/27/19 37%  59%   40.4% 55.6% 

12/22/18 39%  55%   42.2% 52.8%   

9/30/18 42%  53%   41.5% 52.7% 

7/1/18  42%  53%   41.8% 52.3% 

1/14/18 38%  57%   --  -- 

 

 The following are some additional looks at the President’s job performance. 

The numbers below are of registered voters unless followed by an “A” which 

means “all voters” or “L” which means “likely voters”.  

 

Date    NBC/WSJ   WP/ABC     CNN             CBS    FOX  

DEC’19 

NOV’19 xxx  xxx  43/53  xxx  xxx 

OCT’19 45/53A  39/59  xxx  xxx  42/57 

OCT’19 43/53A 38/58A 42/57  xxx  43/55 

SEPT’19 45/53  38/56A 39/56A xxx  45/54 

AUG’19 43/55A xxx  41/54  xxx  43/56 

JUL’19 45/52  47/50  xxx  xxx  46/51 

JAN ’19 43/54A 38/58  37/57A 36/59A 43/54 

 

DEC ’18 43/54A xxx  39/52  xxx  46/52 

JAN ’18 39/57A 38/58  43/53  37/58A   45/53    

 

DEC ’17 41/56  xxx  36/59  36/57A xxx   
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JAN ’17 xxx  xxx  44/53  40/48A xxx  

 

* * * * * 

 The following are presidential job approval numbers from Gallup roughly 35 

months into their first term (Johnson is an exception). Since Gallup is no longer 

providing a steady stream of approval ratings, WW will use various other surveys 

to provide approval numbers on the current president when timely Gallup numbers 

are not available.  

 

Eisenhower   75% (12/55) 

Johnson   74% (12/63) 

GW Bush   63% (12/03) 

Reagan        54% (12/83) 

Carter             54% (12/79) 

GHW Bush   52% (12/91) 

Clinton   51% (12/95) 

Nixon    50% (12/71) 

Trump   43.7% (12/19) – RCP Average 

Obama   43% (12/11) 

 

On economic policy, Trump’s approval ratings continue to be on a positive 

track.   

   Approve  Disapprove 

 12/3/19 52%   42%  Econ/YouGov(RV) 

 10/22/19 49%   45%  Econ/YouGov(RV) 

 9/9/19  48%   48%  CNN (RV) 

 7/23/19 52%   41%  Fox News (RV) 

 6/11/19 53%   43%  Econ/Yougov (RV) 

 5/14/19 48%   46%  Fox News (RV) 

 4/16/19 47%   46%  Reuters/Ipsos (A) 

 3/26/19 50%   45%  Econ/YouGov (RV) 

 2/2/19  49%   45%  CNN (RV) 

 1/1/19  47%   46%  Econ/YouGov (RV) 

 1/16/18 46%   49%  NBC/WSJ 

 

 On foreign policy, Trump’s approval ratings remain in negative territory.    

  

   Approve  Disapprove 

 12/3/19 45%   49%  Econ/YouGov(RV) 

 10/22/19 42%   51%  Econ/YouGov(RV) 
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 9/9/19  40%   55%  CNN (RV) 

 7/30/19 41%   51%  Economist (RV) 

 6/11/19 46%   50%  Econ/YouGov I  

 5/14/19 43%   49%  Econ/YouGov (RV) 

 4/16/19 39%   52%  Reuters (A)  

 3/26/19 44%   50%  Econ/YouGov (RV) 

 2/19/19 44%   50%  Econ/YouGov (RV) 

 1/1/19  42%   51%  Econ/YouGov (RV) 

 7/18/18 38%   45%  NBC/WSJ 

 1/16/18 36%   60%  NBC/WSJ 

 

* * * * * 

  

Judges Nominated and Confirmed to Date 

 Because the U.S. Senate remains in Republican hands and the filibuster is no 

more, the President can continue unchecked his goal of remaking the federal 

judiciary.  

Judges Nominated and Confirmed to Date 

 

    Total  Supreme Ct    Appeals Ct    District Ct 

 

Trump – thru 12/5/19 170  2  48  120 

Obama – 8 years  329  2  55  268 

GW Bush – 8 years 327  2  62  261 

Clinton – 8 years  378  2  66  305 

GHW Bush – 4 years 193  2  42  148 

Reagan – 8 years  383  3  83  290 

Carter  -- 4 years   262  0  56  203 

             

 There are currently several nominations awaiting Senate action: 4 seats on the 

Courts of Appeals and 43 seats on the District Courts.  

 

 There is currently one vacancy on the U.S. Court of Appeals and 79 vacancies 

on the U.S. District Courts. [USCourts/Wikipedia/List of federal judges appointed 

by Donald Trump] 

 

* * * * * 
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Disassembling 

 

 U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services proposed a rule on Friday that 

would increase citizenship application fees by 83% and require asylum seekers to 

pay to apply for protection for the first time in U.S. history. [Law360Public Policy 

11/8/19] 

* * * * * 

 The administration announced that it would make it harder for children born 

to U.S. servicemembers serving abroad to claim U.S. citizenship. The policy would 

affect only service members who are naturalized citizens and deployed before 

establishing U.S. residency. This is consistent with Trump’s policy to limit both the 

level of immigration and illegal immigration generally. [WP 9/6/19] 

 

* * * * * 

 The Trump administration has formalized work requirements for recipients of 

food stamps, a move that will cause nearly 700,000 people to lose access to the 

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program or SNAP. 

 

 This rule change affects people between the ages of 18 and 49 who are 

childless and not disabled and limits the ability of states to issue waivers to people in 

that demographic. [NBC News 12/4/19] 

 

* * * * * 

 The EPA is pushing forward with a policy that could limit the science the 

agency uses to underpin regulations, a change long sought by conservatives but 

derided by many scientists and public health experts in an effort to stifle reliance on 

research into the harmful effects of pollution on Americans. [WP 11/13/19] 

 

* * * * * 

 The EPA has also weakened an Obama-era rule governing how firms store 

dangerous chemicals. Companies will not have to provide public access to 

information about what kinds of chemicals are stored on their sites. [WP 11/22/19] 

 

* * * * * 

 The Trump administration announced a plan that could allow oil 

drilling on over three-quarters of the nation’s largest piece of unprotected 

wilderness, overhauling a 2013 plan that limited development on the Alaskan 

reserve. [WP 11/22/19] 

 

* * * * * 
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 The administration has announced a new proposal that would allow 

foster care and adoption agencies to deny their services to LGBT families on 

faith-based grounds, rolling back at 2016 discrimination regulation issues by 

former President Obama. [PRRI The Buzz 11/4/19] 

 

* * * * * 

 The EPA on Wednesday said it isn’t necessary to force petroleum-

based and coal-based product manufacturers to set aside money to cover 

pollution cleanups that may result from their operations. [Law360 12/5/19] 

 

* * * * * 

2020 

The primary/caucus season begins on February 3, 2020, 

52 days from today 

 

Super Tuesday is March 3, 2020, 

80 days from today 

  

The 59th presidential election will take place on November 3, 2020, 

324 days from today. 

 

* * * * * 

 As of November 1, 2019, the Democratic National Committee is essentially 

broke. The DCCC is in pretty good shape and the DSCC is doing okay.  

 

 As of that same date the Republican National Committee is in quite good 

shape. The NRCC and the NRSC are in reasonable shape. 

 

 As of November 1, 2019, taken together the three Republican Committees 

have twice the free cash as the three Democratic Committees.  

   

 The following represents the financial status of the six national party 

campaign committees as of December 31, 2018. 

 

    Cash on hand Debt owed  Free Cash 

DNC    $ 8,550,791  $5,625, 873  +$2,924,918  

RNC    $ 23,501,561 $ 00   +$23,501,561  

 

DCCC    $ 5,615,496  $18,943,553  -$13,328,057 

NRCC   $16,565,198  $ 10,600,000 +$5,965,199 
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DSCC   $6,185,158  $ 21,079,721 -$14,894,563 

NRSC   $7,497,936  $ 17,000,000 - $9,502,064 

 

 The following represents the financial status of the six national party 

campaign committees as of October 31, 2019. 

 

    Cash on hand Debt owed  Free Cash 

DNC    $8,749,033  $7,048,710  +$1,701,000  

RNC    $61,381,966  $ 0   +$61,381,966 

  

DCCC    $43,674,030  $ 0   +$43,674,030  

NRCC   $28,290,648  $ 0   +$28,290,648 

  

DSCC   $17,353,847  $9,890,430  +$7,463,417 

NRSC   $15,004,708  $ 0   +$15,004,708 

 

    

  12/31/18 Dems -$25,297,702  GOP +$19,964,696 

  10/31/19 Dems +$52,838,447  GOP +$104,677,322 

 

* * * * * 

Running in the Democratic Primary  

  

 28 individuals have announced they are seeking the Democratic nomination 

for president.  As of December 3, 2019, thirteen have decided to end their 

candidacies.  

 

 The ages of those who have announced range from 37 to 88. The ages of 

those who remain in the race range from 37 to 77. The average age of those still in 

the race is 58. 

 

 The current or last public office or other professional activity of the 28 

individuals who announced for president include: 1 Vice President, 8 U.S. 

Senators, 7 U.S. Representatives, 1 Executive Branch cabinet secretary, 4 

governors, 4 mayors, 3 businesspeople and 1 spiritualist. 

 

Michael Bennet (D) – U.S. Senator – Age 54 

Joe Biden (D) – former Vice President, former U.S. Senator – Age 76 

Mike Bloomberg (D) – former Mayor of New York – Age 77 

Cory Booker (D) – U.S. Senator – Age 49 
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Pete Buttigieg (D) – former Mayor of South Bend, Indiana – Age 37 

Julian Castro (D) – former HUD Secretary – Age 44 

John Delaney (D) – former U.S. Representative – Age 55 

Duval Patrick (D) – former Governor – Age 63 

Tulsi Gabbard (D) – U.S. Representative – Age 37 

Amy Klobuchar (D) – U.S. Senator – Age 58 

Bernie Sanders (D) – U.S. Senator – Age 77 

Tom Steyer (D) – Entrepreneur – Age 62 

Elizabeth Warren (D) – U.S. Senator – Age 69 

Marianne Williamson – Spiritualist, teacher – Age 66 

Andrew Yang – Entrepreneur – Age 44 

 

Thirteen Have Left the Field 

 

Mike Gravel (D) – former U.S. Senator – Age 88 

Eric Swalwell D) – U.S. Representative –Age 39 

John Hickenlooper (D) – Governor of Colorado – Age 67 

Jay Inslee (D) – Governor of Washington – Age 68 

Seth Moulton (D) – U.S. Representative – 40 

Kirsten Gillibrand (D) – U.S. Senator – Age 52 

Bill DeBlasio (D) – Mayor of New York, New York – Age 58 

Wayne Messam (D) – Mayor of Miramar, Florida – Age 44 

 

Tim Ryan (D) – U.S. Representative – Age 45 

Beto O’Rourke (D) – former U.S. Representative – Age 46 

Steve Bullock (D) – Governor of Montana – Age 53 

Joe Sestak (D) – former U.S. Representative – 67 

Kamala Harris (D) – U.S. Senator – Age 54 

  

* * * * * 

 52 days from today, the primary/caucus season will begin starting with the 

Iowa caucuses on February 3, 2020 and continuing thru the New Hampshire 

primary on February 11, the Nevada caucuses on February 22 and the South 

Carolina Primary on February 29. 

 

 The history of the Iowa caucuses is well described as being full of surprises. 

According to Matt Bennett of Third Way: 
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• Of the last 10 contested Democratic contests in Iowa, the candidate who was 

in first place in December polling won only 3 times: Mondale in 1984,  

Gore in 2000 and Clinton in 2016. 

• The following candidates won Iowa after trailing in December polling 

o In 2004, Kerry won after being in 6th place in December polling 

o In 1992, Clinton was 4th in December 

o In 1988, Dukakis was 3rd 

o In 1972, McGovern was 5th   

• Jimmy Carter was in 10th place in December 1975 and won the caucuses in 

February 1976. [Axios AM 12/1/19]  

 

*The Real Clear Politics Average is used for each state 

 

Iowa    New Hamp.   Nevada     

11/9/19   11/26/19   11/13/19  

Buttigieg 24%  Buttigieg 20%  Biden  29%    

Sanders 18%  Sanders 17%  Sanders 20%  

Warren 18%  Biden  14%  Warren 20%  

Biden  16%  Warren 14%  Buttigieg   7%  

 

South  

Carolina    

11/17/19     

Biden  35%   

Warren 16%   

Sanders 13%   

Buttigieg   7%   

 

The next round starts on March 3rd when 14 primaries will be held.  

California is the largest state in that group. (There are no published polls from 

Texas since October.) 

 

California 

11/27/19 

Warren 22% 

Sanders 21% 

Biden  21% 

Buttigieg   9% 

Harris    8% (Harris has subsequently left the race) 
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* * * * * 

 Looking at the “national mood” in the Democratic nomination contest, Joe 

Biden remains at the top of the heap. Bernie Sanders has a hold on most of second 

place and Elizabeth Warren is in third. Buttigieg has moved into fourth place. 

(These lists below do not include anyone who receives less than 5% in one of the 

current national polls.)  

      Politico 

CNN   EconUGov  Morning Con RCP Average   

11/24/19  12/3/19  12/3/19  12/3/19 

 

Biden  28 Biden  27 Biden   29  Biden  28 

Warren 13 Warren 18 Warren  15 Warren 14 

Sanders 17 Sanders 13 Sanders  20 Sanders 16 

Buttigieg  11 Buttigieg   9 Buttigieg   9 Buttigieg  11 

 

* * * * * 

 Small donation fundraising has been touted by Bernie Sanders and Elizabeth 

Warren. Both campaigns have been successful getting multiple donations from 

multiple donors. They have been so successful that the two campaigns have paid 

$23.8 million in fees to banks and other payment companies. 

[Politico/Newsy/FiveThirtyEight Newsletter 11/26/19] 

 

* * * * * 

What are the odds? 

 

 Here are the odds for who is likely to win the 2020 Democratic nominating 

fight as of 12/8/2019.  

 

Joe Biden +350 (3.5/1)  

Bernie Sanders +350 (3.5/1) 

Pete Buttigieg +450 (4.5/1) 

Elizabeth Warren +500 (5/1) 

Andrew Yang +900 (9/1) 

Michael Bloomberg +900 (9/1) 

Tulsi Gabbard +2500 (25/1) 

Amy Klobuchar +2500 (25/1) 

Cory Booker +5000 (50/1) 

Deval Patrick +5000 (50/1) 

Tom Steyer +8000 (80/1) 
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If you want to get on Scott’s mailing list, you can email him at 

scott@coolmediapr.com. 

 

* * * * * 

Democratic Debates of the 2020 Nomination Season 

  

6th Debate – Loyola Marymount University, Los Angeles, CA – December 19, 

2019  

• Hosted by POLITICO and PBS NewsHour 

• Moderated by Judy Woodruff (PBS), Tim Alberta (Politico), Amna Nawaz 

(PBS) and Yamiche Alcindor (PBS) 

• Live on PBS, Streamed online on Politico and PBS NewsHour digital 

platform 

• Candidates can qualify up to December 12 

• To qualify, a candidate is required to have:  

▪ At least 200,000 unique donors with a minimum of 800 unique donors 

per state in at least 20 states  

▪ 4% support or more in at least 4 DNC approved polls nationally or in 

early states or  

▪ 6% or more in two DNC approved early-state polls 

 

7th-12th Debates – Locations TBD 

• The 7th Debate is likely to be held prior to the Iowa Caucuses 

• The 8th Debate – ABC/New Hampshire WMUR-TV – likely on February 11, 

2020 

 

Audience size 

• 1st Debate – Miami – June 26 – 15,300,000 viewers 

    June 27 – 18,000,000 viewers 

• 2nd Debate – Detroit – July 30 – 8,700,000 viewers 

     July 31 – 10,720,000 viewers 

• 3rd Debate – Houston – September 12 – 14,000,000+ viewers 

• 4th Debate – Westerville – October 15 – 8,300,000 viewers 

• 5th Debate – Tyler Studios – Atlanta, GA – November 20 – 6,500,000 

viewers 

• 6th Debate – Loyola – Los Angeles, CA – December 19 – TBD 

 

* * * * * 
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 Since 1972, every Democratic presidential nominee won 1st, 2nd, or 3rd place 

in the Iowa Caucus and 1st or 2nd in the New Hampshire primary. 

 

In Iowa, the eventual nominee has been the 1st place finisher 7 times, 2nd 

place finisher one time and 3rd place finisher two times. [Charlie Cook] 

 

In New Hampshire, the eventual nominee has been the 1st place finisher 5 

times and 2nd place finisher 5 times. [Charlie Cook] 

   

* * * * * 

 The Democratic primary schedule is front loaded. (Charlie Cook) 

• In February 2020 – 193 delegates will be selected.  

• On Super Tuesday, March 3, 2020 – 1683 delegates will be selected.  

• On March 10, 2020 – 402 delegates will be selected. 

   

 By March 10, 2020, 2,278 delegates will have been selected. This is slightly 

more than half of the 4,594 total delegates at the convention. 

 

 In order to win any delegates, at a caucus or primary, a candidate must get 

15% of the vote, statewide or at the congressional district level.  

 

 In the case of pledged delegates (not super or automatic delegates), once the 

delegate selection process is finished in a state, the state party will send his, her or 

their names to the DNC’s Secretary Office and that name will be entered into the 

Secretary’s computer. On the first ballot, that person will be “automatically, voted 

for the candidate he/she/they are pledged to, and will not have the opportunity to 

change how he/she/they vote.  

 

 On the second ballot, that same pledged delegate may vote for whomever 

he/she/they wish. 

 

  The outcome of the 1st ballot of the 3,768 pledged delegates will be known 

before the convention is called into session on the first day. [Thanks to Harold for 

the above.] 

 

 1,990 delegate votes are required to win the nomination on the first ballot of 

the 2020 Democratic convention.  
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 If no one receives the necessary number of votes on the first ballot than 766 

automatic delegates are able to vote on subsequent ballots and 2,373 delegate votes 

are required to win the nomination thereafter.  

 

 The 1952 Democratic Convention was the last time either convention went 

beyond the first ballot. 

 

The Democratic nominating convention is scheduled for July 13-16, 2020 in 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin.  

* * * * * 

Republican Primary 

 

Announced/Running 

 

Donald Trump – President – Age 72 

William Weld I – former Governor of Massachusetts – Age 73 

Joe Walsh – former one-term GOP member of Congress from Illinois – Age 57 

 

Have left the field 

 

Mark Sanford – former Governor of South Carolina, former member of Congress – 

Age 59 

 

As of October 10th, at least five states have announced that they are 

canceling their Republican primaries or caucuses in 2020 to “save money”: Alaska, 

Arizona, Kansas, Nevada and South Carolina. 

 

There will be no debates. 

 

 The Republican nominating convention is scheduled for August 24-27, 2020 

in Charlotte, NC.  

* * * * * 

The General Election 

 

 The coming presidential election is in fact not a national election in that the 

election will be decided in five states, give or take a couple more. The five states 

are Wisconsin, Michigan, Florida, Pennsylvania and Arizona. More about this in 

future issues.  
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 How important will each of the following issues be to your vote for 

President next year? The following represent the percentage of respondents who 

say the issue is extremely/very important. 

 

The economy    84%  

Health care    80% 

Gun Policy    72% 

Immigration    72% 

Foreign policy   67% 

Climate change   51% 

Trade with other countries 66% 

Impeachment inquiry  46%  [CNN 11/27/19] 

 

 The following are the results of general election surveys taken 11  

 months before the election.  

 

 (Note the differences in the Survey USA and Emerson surveys of registered 

voters which were taken at the same time.)   

 

    Survey USA  Emerson    

    11/21/19  11/20/19     

    T Dem  T Dem   

Trump vs Biden  39% 52%  39% 52% Biden    

Trump vs Sanders  40% 52%  49% 50% Sanders  

Trump vs Warren  42% 49%  50% 50% Warren  

Trump vs Buttigieg 41% 48%  52% 48% Buttigieg  

 

What are the odds? 

 

 Here are the odds for who is likely to win the 2020 presidential election as of 

December 8, 2019.  

 

Donald Trump +125 (1/2.5) 

Joe Biden + 500 (5/1) 

Bernie Sanders +700 (7/1) 

Pete Buttigieg +700 (7/1) 

Elizabeth Warren +900 (9/1) 

Andrew Yang +1600 (16/1) 

Michael Bloomberg +1600 (16/1) 

Hillary Clinton +3300 (33/1) 



25 

 

Amy Klobuchar +5000 (50/1 

Mike Pence +5000 (50/1) 

Tulsi Gabbard +5000 (50/1) 

Cory Booker +10000 (100/1 

Deval Patrick +10000 (100/1) 

Tom Steyer +15000 (150/1) 

 

* * * * * 

Congress 

 

Approval of the Congress generally remains quite bleak.  

       

      Approve  Disapprove 

 Real Clear Pol. 12/3/19  22.4% 65.6% 

 Real Clear Pol. 10/29/19  23.0% 64.8% 

 Real Clear Pol. 9/10/19  16.6% 71.4% 

 Real Clear Pol. 8/6/19  17.2% 71.4% 

 Real Clear Pol. 6/11/19  20.0% 69.8% 

 Real Clear Pol. 5/14/19  22.0% 66/2% 

 Real Clear Pol.  4/2/19  22.8% 66.8% 

 Real Clear Pol.  3/26/19  20.8% 68.8% 

 Real Clear Pol.  2/26/19  19.4% 70.0% 

 Real Clear Pol.  1/1/19  19.6% 69.3% 

 Real Clear Pol.  1/4/18      15.8% 72.6% 

 

* * * * * 

 

 Three recent surveys show Democrats leading Republicans in a generic 

congressional ballot.  

      Democrats Republicans  

    

Economist/YouGov 12/3/19  47%  41% 

Politico/Morning Consult 11/24/19 45%  36% 

NPR/PBS/Marist 11/15/19  46%  41%   

 

* * * * * 

  

[WW uses David Wasserman and the Cook Political Report for the House chart 

below.]  
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 As of December 6, 2019, 31 incumbent members of the House are not 

seeking re-election – 9 Democrats and 22 Republicans.  

 

THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES  

 

2020 

Democrats 235 

Republicans 198 

Independents 1 

Vacancies 1 

 

    Democrats  Republicans 

Safe in 2020   182   161 

Likely     17     20 

Lean      18    10 

Toss Up 

      18       8 

 

* * * * * 

 

THE SENATE 

  

 [WW uses Jennifer E. Duffy of the Cook Political Report and Inside 

Elections for the Senate chart below. When those two organizations do not agree, 

WW uses Sabato as a tie breaker.] 

 

 In 2020, Republicans will be defending 23 seats while Democrats will be 

defending 12 seats. It is unlikely that the Republicans will lose control of the 

Senate in this election. 

 

  There is one change in the chart below since the last edition of the Watch. 

Collins has moved from Toss Up to Lean Republican.  

 

     Republicans  53 

     Democrats   45 

     Independents      2 
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     Democrats   Republicans  Independent 

Seats not up in 2020 33    30   2 

Safe in 2020      7    13 

    Coons        Sullivan 

    Durbin   Cotton 

    Markey   Risch 

    Warner   Cassidy 

    Booker   Daines 

    Merkley   Sasse     

    Reed    Inhofe 

        Graham 

        Rounds 

        Moore Capito 

         Wyoming (Enzi) 

        Tennessee (Alexander) 

        Hyde-Smith 

 

Likely   3    5 

    Smith    McConnell 

    Shaheen   Cornyn 

    New Mexico (Udall) Kansas (Roberts) 

        Purdue 

        Georgia (Open) 

         

Lean    1    3 

     Peters   Ernst 

        Jones 

        Collins     

 

Toss Up   0    3 

        McSally 

        Gardner 

           Tillis 

 

* * * * * 

Women Will Get It Done 

 

 The judge overseeing the United States Women’s National Team’s gender 

discrimination lawsuit against U.S. Soccer granted the players class status on 

Friday, an important victory for the women that appeared to support the claim that 
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they are subjected to unequal working conditions and unequal pay when they 

played games for their country. [NYT 11/8/19] 

* * * * * 

 Boston voters reshaped the city’s governing body by electing more women 

and minorities than ever before. Boston which is a “majority/minority” city will 

have a majority-female city council for the first time. [Mass Live – The WeLead 

Reader 11/9/19] 

* * * * * 

 Surveys show that voters trust women in office more often than men. 

Research also shows that women run for office to fix problems in their 

communities, rather than to seek power. [Marya Stark, Slate 11/6/19] 

 

* * * * * 

 Women hold an average of 25% of board seats at S&P 500 companies, up 

from 15% a decade ago. Women now account for at least a third of the board seats 

at each of 122 companies on the index. Five years ago, that was only true at 40 

companies.  

 

 If you look at the 1,056 companies combined between the S&P 500 and the 

Fortune 1000, which also includes big private businesses, a total of 26 companies 

have boards that have reached gender parity, meaning at least half of their 

members are women. Among those companies are Amazon, Best Buy, CBS, 

General Motors, Navint and Tupperware Brands. [GenderAvengerBlog 11/17/19] 

 

* * * * * 

 When the winners were announced at this year’s Broadcom Masters STEM 

competition, America’s premiere science and engineering competition for middle 

school students, the stage looked a little different than previous years – for the first 

time ever, all of the top prize winners were girls. [GenderAvengerBlog 11/7/19] 
 

* * * * * 

Restaurants 

 

 WW Note 1: To date, WW has presented 384 restaurants in 8 countries, 56 

cities, 1 railway station and 1 airport terminal. 

 

WW Note 2: After the last issue, a WW reader wrote to say that there exists 

another Roadkill Café (unaffiliated). It is in McCloud, Montana, a town with only 
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one street which runs through a large expanse of somewhat out-of-the-way 

ranches. This café has been there forever and has reportedly inedible food.  

 

* * * * * 

Iron Gate 

1734 N St. NW 

Washington DC  

202-524-5202 

 

 Debbie and I went to Iron Gate for brunch with Lea and Wayne at their 

suggestion. It turned out to be a great choice. 

 

 “Until 2010, the Iron Gate was the oldest continuously running restaurant in 

D.C. – open for 87 years. Over the past several decades, it’s been a debutante’s 

tearoom, a dimly lit Middle Eastern restaurant, a patio hangout for writer Tom 

Wolfe, a reception hall for family weddings, and even the setting of some ghost 

tales.” [Washington City Paper] 

 

 The restaurant was closed for three years and opened again in late 2013 by 

the Neighborhood Restaurant Group  

 

 There is a sign with the restaurant name on N Street but to get to the entry to 

the restaurant you walk along an open corridor that leads to the entrance. Once 

inside there is a greeter station where you have the option of eating inside or 

outside, we selected inside given the fact that it was about 40 degrees out. There 

are several 2 tops across from the greeters and then there is a bar with 10 high 

stools with backs.  

 

 When we arrived at the restaurant at 11:45 a.m. on a Sunday morning there 

were no bartenders or people at the bar. (When we left at about 1:30 p.m. there was 

a bartender and several people sitting at the bar including a couple with a baby in a 

stroller. Inside the restaurant there were several young people in strollers or 

moving about.) 

 

 As we headed into the restaurant we first went through the outdoor area, 

which even in the cold weather, was occupied by several groups of people at 

various size tables with a series of open-hearth fires providing heat. This area seats 

75 to 80 people. We asked what happens in really inclement weather and were told 

that except in the worst storms, folks choose to sit there. It helps that every chair 

had a blanket available. 
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 We then entered the back, wholly indoors room. There is a serving bar to the 

left and a roaring wall hearth and fire at the other end. There are a series of 

banquettes and upholstered chairs at 2, 4 and 6 top tables which can be combined 

in various ways. This room seats 40-45 folks depending on the configuration.  

 

 Including the three areas mentioned above, the restaurant can seat up to 140 

people.  

 

 We shared the following: Crispy Yeast Doughnuts, orange blossom syrup; 

Cremini Mushroom Arancini, Grayson cheese, crispy rosemary, black garlic aioli 

(the dish as provided is intended for three people and our waiter Zach, said he 

would add a fourth serving); Iron Gate’s Ricotta Pancakes, granny smith apple, 

black walnut, cinnamon mascarpone; Roasted Brassicas, pecorino; 2 orders of 

Sourdough Toast, jam, chocolate tahini and Crispy Potatoes, harissa aioli. 

 

 The service was excellent. When we arrived, there were no other folks in our 

area. As the morning went on, the restaurant began to fill up, including a table for 

four behind us and a group of 6 with a young child to our right. It became louder 

but at our four-top in the corner we could readily hear one another.  

 

 When I asked directions to a restroom, I was directed to a unisex restroom 

on the way out of the main room. When Lea decided to go to the restroom, she was 

directed up a flight of stairs. (It could be that my cane may have suggested a 

problem with heading up a flight of stairs.) 

 

 The restroom is of reasonable size and has a lock that works. There is a 

white ceramic floor-standing commode with a white ceramic water tank behind it 

and appropriate handicapped bars behind it and to the right.  On the other side of 

the room is a white ceramic floor standing square washbasin with a square mirror 

above the washbasin. Nearer to the washbasin there is a stand holding toilet paper. 

To the left of the commode there is a stand with 3 extra rolls of toilet paper. In the 

other corner there is a black cabinet to waist height.  

 

 To waist height the walls are covered in dark wood.  The walls above the 

wood covering have a light green figured wallpaper. The floor is covered with 

rectangular reddish tiles in a pattern that is irregular.  

  

 There is no parking connected to this restaurant and no garage within 

eyesight. However, across the street, in front of the Tabard Inn there is a valet 
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parking opportunity. It is $12 with validation (from the Tabard Inn) but $20 

without validation.  

* * * * * 

Little Pearl   

In the Hill Center 

Carriage House 

921 Pennsylvania Avenue S.E. 

or 

407 9th St. SE 

Washington D.C. 20003 

202-618-1808 

Littlepearldc.com 

 

 The Hill Center was a Naval Hospital in the Civil War. Now it is an event 

and miscellaneous gallery/child and adult arts and education space including 

various classes including Tai Chi Chuan. Check out the Hill Center website. 

 

 Why have I listed two addresses? The Hill Center’s Carriage House is home 

to Little Pearl. The Carriage House is located on the corner of the Hill Center 

property which is truly at the corner of 9th and Penn S.E. If you want to enter the 

site from Pennsylvania Avenue you will need to walk up a series of stairs.  

 

 However, if you go around the corner to 9th Street, there is a driveway and 

small parking area where you may be dropped off and picked up. And there are no 

stairs involved but you will have to walk around the Carriage House to get to the 

front door of the restaurant. 

  

  I think Little Pearl is the most interesting restaurant in terms of location, 

food and décor that Debbie and I have been to in a long time. We went to Little 

Pearl with Beth and Sandy. 

 

 The restaurant has both indoor and outdoor seating options. The area in 

which we were seated has floor to ceiling glass on three sides.  

 

 The restaurant seats up to 80 people inside and out. Weather places some 

limitations on the outdoor seating.  

 

 Lauren seated us and thru the evening continually moved around the 

restaurant checking to be sure everything is going well. 
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 To the left as we entered are a number of two-tops. We asked if two of them 

could be pulled together for the four of us and Lauren told us that they were 

reserved.  

 

 There is also a long high table that seats ten, five on each side, and a smaller 

high table that seats three. These two tables have higher chairs.  

 

 We were seated at the long table that seats ten, two by two in the third and 

fourth chairs at each side from the front end of the restaurant. The higher chairs 

were a little awkward for me at first but were fine once we got settled.  

 

 When we were seated at the long table there were two people around a 

corner at the end of the table closer to the door. Later in the evening, two other 

folks were seated around a corner at the other end of the table. The other two chairs 

remained empty through the evening. (It was August.) 

 

 The kitchen is on the second floor and given the weight of some of the 

individual serving dishes it must be real work going up and down the stairs. 

 

 Our server was Cosmo. He and Lauren have worked at the restaurant since it 

opened in January 2018.  

 

 On any given evening, the dinner menu consists of eight or nine of the chef’s 

favorite dishes to be shared by everyone in your party.   

 

 Here was the menu for the night we were there, it cost $49 per person. 

 

ANGEL EGGS – deviled egg filled sprinkled with chive power on top of meringue 

(in exact shape of a half egg) 

SUMMER SQUASH SOUP – Coconut milk with Dal and crispy chickpeas 

FANCY TOTS – potato tots with dollop of hollandaise and spicy cod roe 

 

MUSSELS MEUNIERE – served with homemade garlic focaccia 

MEXICAN STREET TOSTADA – corn off the cob and spices on open face taco 

 

FOCACCIA CRISP with BRILLAT-SAVARIN – cheese, chamomile honey and 

 tiny flowers 

 

PEACH SHORTBREAD – with hazelnuts and Thai basil ice cream 
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CRISPY CINNAMON CHURROS – with spicy chocolate sauce 

 

 A Wine Pairing costs $39 and a Fancy Wine Pairing costs $59. I requested a 

non-alcoholic drink and Cosmo suggested La Petillant de Rhubarbe. I really 

enjoyed it and said so to Cosmo.  

 

 As we were about to leave, Cosmo gave me a piece of paper with a website 

from which I could buy the rhubarb drink. I went on the website which turned out 

to be in French, a language with which I am not conversant. 

 

  There is a translation button which I pushed. That was helpful but at the end 

of the day I could not make it work. Subsequently, Debbie checked with a friend 

who is fluent in French, but we still could not make it work.  The website is 

LaRhubarbelle.com. Apparently one can only purchase from the website in 

Canada, etc.  

 

 The unisex restroom has a white square counter with a sunken wash basin 

and a mirror on the wall above. There is a white ceramic commode with an 

attached water tank. There are appropriate handicap bars. 

 

 There are white ceramic wall tiles and a brown, muddled floor. The wall 

opposite the wash basin is bright red from floor to ceiling with painted yellow 

bananas scattered over the entire wall. The door to the restroom is black. Outside 

there is a sign that reminds you to “Wash Your Hands”.  

 

 Reservations are taken for parties of 1-6 people, the month prior starting at 

11:00 a.m. on the first day of each month. The online reservation system is 

excellent and flexible. On Saturday, August 30 reservations were available through 

the month of September, but nothing was available in October.  

 

Dinner hours – Tues-Saturday 5:30 p.m. – 10:00 p.m. 

   Sunday 5:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. 

Café hours – Tuesday – Sunday 8:00 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. 

    

* * * * * 
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Pearl Dive Oyster Palace 

1612 14th St NW 

202-319-1612 

          At their invitation, I went with Simma and Ron to the Oyster Palace. We 

settled into a booth on the right side of the restaurant. 

 

          As you enter the restaurant the greeter stand is straight ahead. 

 

 To the left of the greeter is a small gathering/imbibing area. It includes a bar 

with four stools and liquor racks.  

 

 There is a tall table with stools that helps to create the area which holds up to 

20 people, mostly standing.   

 

  Behind the greeter are five – four-person booths. On the opposite wall there 

are three similar booths. On the side with three booths there is a ten-foot-tall, 5 to 

6-foot-wide wine rack.  

 

 In front of the wine rack is the only circular table in the restaurant. It can 

seat up to 6 people. Just past the wine rack, there is a small corridor which fronts 

two Water Closets. More on this later.  

 

 At the far end of the restaurant is four stool seating bar behind which, in full 

view restaurant, staff prepare various oyster dishes. Behind this area is the full 

kitchen.  

 

 There is a blue sign on the brick wall of the public part of the restaurant that 

says, “PEARL DIVER OYSTER PALACE”.  

 

          In the middle of the restaurant from front to back there are a series of 2 and 4 

person tables. The tables can readily be combined. This first floor can seat up to 

100 people. 

 

          There is a second floor, but I did not attempt the stairs. The second-floor 

seats another 100 and has its own bar.  

 

We started by sharing:  
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Chopped Salad – Buttermilk-Jalapeno Dressing, Market Vegetables, Avocado, 

Popcorn Crawfish and Barbecued Shrimp – Stone Grits, Garlic Bread, Messy 

Fingers 

 

Simma ordered Seared Arctic Char Tacos – Marinated Slaw, Pepper Jack Cheese, 

Pico de Gallo, Flour Tortilla, Poblano Crème, Black Beans and Rice 

 

Ron ordered Wood Grilled Gulf Redfish – Sage & Native Pecan Brown Butter, 

Stone Grits 

 

I ordered Confit Duck & Baby Carrot Salad – Pulled Duck, 5 spice Yogurt, Mache, 

Pea Tendril, Smoked Onions, Baby Carrots, Pomegranate-Curry vinaigrette I also 

had 2 scoops of Pistachio ice cream 

 

 None of us had oysters at the oyster palace. 

 

        On the main floor there are two gender neutral Water Closets facing one 

another. They are relatively small. The walls are brick. In one far corner there is a 

square white ceramic wash basin fronted by mirrors. In another corner there is a 

white ceramic floor-based commode. Next to it is an enclosed metal waste 

container and next to it is a white wooden cabinet. Above the cabinet is a white air 

swirling hand drier. 

  

          In the corner next to the cabinet is a floor standing mirror with a wooden 

frame.  

 

          There is a metal handicap bar. The toilet paper is held in a wall attached 

holder with additional toilet paper on the top of the cabinet.  The floor is covered 

by tiny black and white six-sided tiles.  

   

          On the walls behind the commode and the washbasin are mostly covered 

with horizontal white tiles at roughly waist height. The walls above the tiles are 

painted black. The doors are heavy dark wood. 
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